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Spero  spent  four  years  in  prison  without  being  convicted  of  a  crime 

Lesbian  Prisoner  Moved  to  ‘Mental  Hospital’ 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

MEDFIELD,  MA-A  lesbian 
who  has  been  imprisoned  for  near¬ 
ly  four  years  without  a  trial  was 
transferred,  at  least  temporarily, 
to  a  state  “mental  hospital”  here. 
The  move,  which  took  place  in 
mid-September,  followed  a  threat 
of  a  suit  against  the  state  if  the 
woman  remained  in  the  prison 
where  she  says  she  has  been 
seriously  abused. 

Gena  Spero  was  arrested  for  al¬ 
legedly  killing  her  lover,  Gina  Sin- 
doni,  in  January  of  1983.  Since 
that  time,  Spero,  who  denies  the 
murder  allegations,  has  been 
locked  up  in  the  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institute  of  Fram¬ 


ingham.  She  has  been  declared 
“incompetent”  to  undergo  trial. 

In  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
a  woman  who  is  declared  incompe¬ 
tent  can  be  held  in  prison  or  in  the 
state  mental  health  system  for  as 
long  as  the  maximum  sentence  for 
the  crime  allegedly  committed, 
without  going  to  trial. 

Spero  had  been  ruled  competent 
to  stand  trial  in  September  of 
1983,  following  six  months  on  psy¬ 
chotropic  drugs.  But  her  attorney, 
Stephen  Colella,  delayed  the  trial 
indefinitely  by  arguing  that  she 
should  not  stand  trial  unless  she 
was  off  the  drugs,  to  allow  the  jury 
to  see  her  as  she  was  at  the  time  of 


Sindoni’s  death.  When  Spero  was 
consequently  taken  off  the  drugs, 
she  was  classified  as  “incompe¬ 
tent”  and  therefore  unable  to 
stand  trial. 

Colella  did  not  return  GCN’s 
phone  calls. 

Spero,  who  is  not  currently  tak¬ 
ing  psychotropic  medication,  said 
she  was  initially  forced  to  take 
drugs  at  Framingham.  “They  told 
me  I  had  to  [take  drugs.]  I  forgot  I 
could  refuse. .  .plus  if  I  refused 
they’d  put  me  in  deeper 
isolation,”  said  Spero  in  a  recent 
GCN  interview.  “I  can  see  a  dif¬ 
ference  when  I’m  on  drugs  —  that 
I’m  really  bad.  But  when  I’m  off 


West  Point  Boots  Women 
Accused  of  Lesbianism 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
WEST  POINT,  NY  —  The  Ar¬ 
my  has  discharged  eight  military 
policewomen  stationed  at  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  Military  Academy  here 
on  the  grounds  they  are  lesbians. 

A  West  Point  spokesperson  said 
the  women  were  dismissed  indiv¬ 
idually,  and  not  as  a  group,  in  July 
and  August.  They  were  not  cadets, 
and  most  were  enlisted  in  the 
military  less  than  six  months  and 
were  about  20  years  old.  The 
policewomen  all  received  general 
discharges  under  honorable  condi¬ 
tions,  a  cut  below  honorable 
discharges. 

The  discharges  occurred  under 
chapter  15  of  Army  regulation 
635-200,  which  deals  with  dis¬ 
missals,  including  those  for 
homosexuality  and  homosexual 
acts.  The  Criminal  Investigation 
Division  stationed  at  West  Point 
conducted  the  inquiry  into  alleged 
lesbianism  over  a  number  of 
months.  The  cases  were  reviewed, 
and  the  women  finally  dismissed, 
by  their  battalion  commander, 
Lieut.  Col.  Morgan  Roseborough. 

Unconfirmed  allegations  sur¬ 
faced  in  the  New  York  Times  that 
some  of  the  women  were  intim¬ 
idated  during  the  investigation, 
that  they  were  forced  to  in¬ 
criminate  each  other,  and  that 
some  denied  being  lesbians.  West 
Point  refused  to  comment  on  the 
investigation.  The  discharged 
women  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment. 

West  Point  spokesperson  An¬ 
drea  Hamburger  stressed  that  the 
discharges  were  administrative  and 
not  judicial.  “They  were  not 
charged  with  any  crime,”  Ham¬ 
burger  said. 

Military  regulations  provide 
that  a  discharge  on  the  basis  of 
homosexuality  should  be  char¬ 
acterized  as  honorable  or  general 
unless  it  involves  “aggravating  cir¬ 
cumstances”  that  are  criminal 
under  military  law.  Aggravating 
circumstances  include  sex  on  base, 
for  money,  in  public,  with  a 
minor,  across  rank,  or  involving 
coercion,  force,  or  intimidation. 
They  do  not  include  consensual  sex 
off  base,  including  sex  with  other 
military  personnel. 

Kathy  Gilberd,  of  the  National 
Lawyer’s  Guild  Military  Law  Pro¬ 
ject,  questioned  the  level  of 
discharge  of  the  women.  She  said, 
“It’s  suspicious  that  if  they  were 
dealt  with  as  individuals  they 
should  all  have  the  same  discharge. 


If  they  received  general  discharges 
because  the  Army  was  mad  at 
them,  they  should  appeal  because 
it  is  improper  to  base  a  discharge 
on  anything  but  their  service 
record.” 

According  to  Hamburger,  the 
women  can  appeal  the  discharges 
directly  to  the  Army  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  An  appeal  could  be 
mounted  on  two  fronts:  the 
discharge  itself  can  be  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  Army  Board  of 
Miltary  Records,  or  the  status  of 
the  discharge  can  be  appealed  to 
the  Army  Discharge  Review 
Board.  There  are  no  reports  that 
the  women  are  appealing  the  dis¬ 
charges  on  any  level. 

Gilberd  anticipated  several  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  discharges.  She 
said,  “If  they  were  in  the  Army 
more  than  six  months,  their  VA 
entitlement  [access  to  veteran’s 
benefits]  should  be  okay.”  She 
continued,  “There  are,  however, 
job  implications  for  getting  a 
general  [discharge].  Many  em¬ 
ployers  know  that  a  general  dis¬ 
charge  is  not  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge,  and  will  inquire  why  they 
didn’t  get  an  honorable.  They  will 
then  have  to  make  a  decision  about 
what  to  say.  A  possible  employer 
will  have  to  make  that  decision 
with  or  without  that 
information.” 

She  added,  “Many  employers 
will  know  how  to  ask  for  their 
discharge  paper,  and  that  will  say 
why  they  were  discharged.  You 
can  try  to  give  them  a  short  form, 
which  doesn’t  characterize  the 
discharge,  but  most  employers 
know  that  that  isn’t  the  right  one, 
and  ask  for  the  long  form.” 

Gilberd  also  said  the  women 
would  be  barred  from  re-enlist¬ 
ment,  and  that  an  employer  with 
access  to  their  re-enlistment  code 
could  start  to  ask  questions,  as 
with  a  general  discharge.  She  also 
said  they  may  have  trouble  getting 
security  clearances  in  the  future. 

Hamburger  was  not  as  concern¬ 
ed  about  the  consequences  on 
these  women’s  lives;  she  said, 
“Simply  put,  they  were 
fired . . .  People  are  administrative¬ 
ly  discharged  for  any  number  of 
reasons,  like  being  overweight,  or 
not  performing  their  duties.” 

Gilberd  disputes  Hamburger’s 
contentions:  “Discharge  is  worse 
than  being  fired.  It’s  more  likely  to 
haunt  you,  it’s  more  likely  to  have 
long-term  effects.”  She  argued 


that  the  military  is  deferred  to  by 
the  courts  to  a  greater  extent  than 
private  employers,  and 
consequently  has  more  power  over 

Continued  on  page  3 


drugs  I  feel  a  little  better.” 

Gail  Darnell,  Director  of  Public 
Affairs  for  the  DOC,  would  not 
comment  as  to  whether  Spero  was 
forced  to  take  psychotropic  drugs. 
She  said  prisoners  are  not 
“generally”  forced  to  take  drugs. 
The  only  exceptions  she  said 
would  be  in  emergency  situations 
or  if  a  judge  ruled  that  a  woman  is 
“incompetent”  and  that  the 
woman  would  want  to  take  the 
drug  if  she  were  “competent.” 

Spero  spent  most  of  her  time  at 
Framingham  in  isolation.  “They 
[psychiatrists]  said  I  was  a  mental 
case,”  said  Spero.  “They  didn’t 
want  me  mixing  with  any  of  the 
other  women  because  they  said  I 
was  a  homicidal  dog  that  raped 
her  victims.  They  obviously  didn’t 
know  me  because  that’s  not  me  at 
all.”  In  addition  to  being  in  isola¬ 
tion,  Spero  said  she  was  frequently 
beaten  by  male  guards  and  cuffed 
to  her  bed  without  clothes  on. 

“It’s  simply  not  true  that  she 
was  abused,”  said  Darnell.  “Any 
time  an  inquiry  is  brought  to  our 
attention  we  would  look  into  the 
allegations.”  Darnell  would  not 
go  so  far  as  to  say  there  had  been 


an  investigation  into  the  abuse 
charges  made  by  Spero,  saying  on¬ 
ly  that  there  was  “no  basis  to  the 
claim.” 

I  can’t  emphasize  enough  the 
amount  of  time  she  stayed  alone 
[in  Framingham],”  said  another 
of  Spero’s  lawyers,  Erik  Mac- 
Leish.  “Her  interaction  with  cor¬ 
rectional  officers  was  counter¬ 
productive.  We  may  sue  for  dam¬ 
ages  against  the  DOC.  She  did  not 
belong  in  Framingham.  She  served 
time  for  a  crime  she  wasn’t  con¬ 
victed  of.  It’s  outrageous.” 

MacLeish,  who  got  involved  in 
the  case  in  August  of  this  year,  is 
not  involved  in  the  criminal  aspect 
of  Spero’s  case  but  is  working  on 
civil  rights  aspects.  Spero  said  it 
has  been  “a  long  time”  since  she’s 
spoken  to  Colella  who  has  been 
her  criminal  defense  lawyer  since 
the  time  of  her  arrest.  In  the  past, 
Spero  has  alleged  that  Colella  has 
been  detrimental  to  her  case. 

Upon  learning  of  Spero’s  condi¬ 
tion  in  Framingham,  MacLeish 
drafted  a  suit  which  he  threatened 
to  use  against  the  state  if  Spero  re¬ 
mained  in  prison.  A  few  days  after 
Continued  on  page  3 


Petition  calls  for  removal  of  judge 

Picketers  Condemn  Court 
Abuse  of  Battered  Women 


By  Judy  Andler 
SOMERVILLE,  MA  —  A  pick¬ 
et  and  candlelight  vigil  were  held  in 
front  of  the  district  courthouse 
here  on  October  7  to  protest  the 
harassment  of  battered  women  by 
presiding  judges  Paul  Heffernan 
and  Henry  Tampone.  The  protest 
was  called  in  response  to  the 
murder  last  month  of  a  battered 
woman  who  had  been  berated  in 
court  by  Heffernan  when  she  at¬ 
tempted  to  secure  an  order  protec¬ 
ting  her  from  her  husband.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Boston  Globe,  while 
Heffernan  did  grant  the  order,  he 
told  the  woman,  Pamela  Nigro 
Dunn  and  her  abuser,  Paul  Dunn 
“to  stop  wasting  taxpayers’ 
money  and  not  to  bring  this  issue 
back  to  the  court.”  In  the  opinion 
of  many  of  the  picketers  at  the 
evening  demonstration,  this  gave 
Paul  Dunn  permission  to  murder 
Pamela  Dunn  without  fear  of  legal 
consequences. 

Women  who  had  tried  to  get 


protective  orders  from  Heffernan 
and  Tampone  stood  in  front  of  the 
court  telling  the  crowd  of  their 
frustration  with  the  attitudes  of 
the  judges,  who  frequently  blamed 
the  women  for  the  violence 
perpetrated  against  them.  A 
lawyer  attending  the  rally,  who 
asked  not  to  be  identified,  told 
GCN  that  even  after  Dunn’s 
murder,  “Tampone  stated  that 
domestic  violence  problems 
should  be  settled  in  the  family,  not 
in  the  courts.”  The  lawyer  went  on 
to  say,  “This  was  settled  in  the 
family.  The  abuser  settled  it  by 
blowing  her  away.” 

A  legal  advocate  speaking  at  the 
rally  told  the  crowd  that  women 
have  been  avoiding  Somerville 
District  Court  for  years,  using  it 
only  as  a  last  resort. 

The  demonstration  was  called 
by  the  Massachusetts  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women’s  Service 
Groups.  Charlene  Allen,  a  spokes- 


HEffOWAN 


Demonstrators  outside  the  Somerville  District  Court  House,  Oct 


Protesting  Heffernan,  Somerville 
Court  House,  Oct.  7. 

person  for  the  Coalition,  told 
GCN  she  believes  public  pressure 
is  crucial  in  drawing  attention  to 
the  widespread  abuse  of  battered 
women  in  the  court  system.  Public 
pressure  is  also  necessary  to  secure 
the  removal  of  Heffernan  from  the 
bench  and  petitions  calling  for  his 
ouster  are  being  circulated.  They 
will  be  presented  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  the  state,  Samuel  Zoll. 
According  to  Allen,  “We  have  a 
unique  opportunity  to  set  a  prece¬ 
dent  that  would  protect  battered 
women  from  sexist  and  abusive 
judges  who  hold  women’s  safety  in 
their  hands.”  As  it  stands  now, 
Allen  added,  “Women  first  get 
beat  up  in  their  homes,  then  they 
go  to  court  and  get  beat  up  again 
by  the  judges.” 

Allen  said  that  since  Dunn’s 
murder,  public  attention  to  the  is¬ 
sue  has  dramatically  increased, 
with  phone  calls  flooding  the 
Coalition,  shelters  across  the  state 
and  the  Governor’s  office. 

For  copies  of  the  petition  to 
have  Heffernan  removed  from  the 
bench,  call  the  Coalition  at  (617) 
426-8492. 
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jane  wyman  isn’t  always  right 

HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  Jane  Wyman,  the  actress 
who  divorced  Ronald  Reagan  and  plays  Angela  Chan- 
ning  on  television’s  Falcon  Crest,  apparently  vetoed 
the  inclusion  of  a  lesbian  subplot  scheduled  for  the 
series  this  season.  According  to  the  Weekly  News  of 
Flbrida,  Wyman  told  producers  she  was  offended  by 
the  scripted  affair  between  the  characters  Erin  Jones 
and  Meredith,  a  “sinister  nanny.”  For  now,  it  appears 
the  women  will  just  be  good  friends. 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 


if  larouche  wins  in  California 

SEATTLE  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  California 
are  planning  civil  disobedience  actions  in  the  event 
Proposition  64,  which  could  empower  the  state  to 
quarantine  anyone  with  AIDS,  HIV  antibodies  or 
anyone  suspected  of  being  an  AIDS  “carrier,”  is  voted 
in  this  November.  While  many  Californians  are  work¬ 
ing  to  defeat  the  proposition,  known  as  the  LaRouche 
Initiative,  the  Seattle  Gay  News  reports  that  others 
are  involved  in  a  Non-Compliance  Project  which 
would  attempt  to  prevent  implementation  of  the  law. 
The  project,  which  developed  out  of  San  Francisco’s 
Mobilization  Against  AIDS  Committee,  has  par¬ 
ticipants  sign  a  pledge  which  vows  civil  disobedience 
should  the  “infringement  of  the  liberties  of  people 
with  ARC,  AIDS  or  at  risk”  become  a  reality. 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 


lesbian  teacher’s  discrimination  case 
heard  in  meibourne 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  —  On  September  9  here, 
the  Equal  Opportunities  Board  began  hearing  the 
discrimination  case  brought  by  lesbian  teacher 
Alison  Thorne  against  the  Victorian  Ministry  of 
Education.  Thorne  claims  she  was  discriminated 
against  when  she  was  transferred  out  of  the  class¬ 
room  to  non-teaching  duties  after  speaking  out  for 
gay  rights  in  a  radio  interview. 

Her  counsel,  Felicity  Hampel,  told  the  Board  that 
on  November  7,  1983,  Thorne,  then  teaching  at  Glen- 
roy  Technical  School,  had  recorded  a  radio  interview 
in  her  capacity  as  a  spokesperson  for  the  Gay  Legal 
Rights  Coalition.  As  part  of  the  interview,  Thorne 
discussed  the  misconceptions  surrounding  the  ar¬ 
rests  of  members  of  the  Pedophile  Support  Group. 
Thorne  also  mentioned  on  the  air  that  she  thought 
some  people  aged  between  10  and  16  were  capable  of 
giving  consent  to  sexual  activity.  Thorne’s  transfer, 
said  Hampel,  resulted  from  the  media  interviews. 

Dr.  Norman  Curry,  Director-General  of  Education 
in  1983,  claimed  the  comments  made  on  the  air  had 
severely  and  adversely  affected  the  school  in  the  eyes 
of  the  community.  Her  action,  Dr.  Curry  told  the 
Board,  contravened  the  guidelines  set  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  because  her  right  as  an  individual  to  comment 
in  a  personal  capacity  had  implicated  her  employer. 

The  hearing  concluded  on  September  12.  The 
Equal  Opportunities  Board  is  expected  to  announce 
its  decision  in  the  coming  months. 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


dukakis  kills  bill  protecting  prisoners’ 
confidentiality 

BOSTON  —  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  refused 
to  sign  a  bill  passed  by  the  House  and  Senate  which 
would  have  forbidden  the  opening  of  prisoner’s 
outgoing  mail.  The  bill,  sponsored  by  Jack  Backman 
(D-Brookline),  is  of  particular  importancce  to  lesbian 
and  gay  prisoners  who  are  subject  to  homophobic 
harassment  from  prison  guards  and  administrators 
who  now  have  access  to  all  correspondence. 

According  to  the  Boston  Herald,  Dukakis  claims 
he  is  not  against  the  bill  he  vetoed  on  October  6;  he 
merely  wants  it  amended.  “A  prisoner’s  right  to  mail 
correspondence  is  very  sensitive  and  demands  a 
careful  balance  [between]  an  inmate’s  right  to  privacy 
and  the  public’s  right  to  public  safety,”  asserted  Jim 
Dorsey,  Dukakis’  press  secretary. 

Dorsey  could  not  say  what  those  dangers  to  pub¬ 
lic  safety  might  be. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


another  round  with  the  supremes 

NEW  YORK  —  The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  and  the  American  Health  Association  have 
filed  an  amicus  brief  in  a  case  before  the  Supreme 
Court  which  seeks  to  establish  that  persons  with 
communicable  diseases  are  entitled  to  protection 
under  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973. 

The  case,  involving  a  school  teacher  who  was 
fired  because  she  had  tuberculosis,  attempts  to  af¬ 
firm  the  right  to  employment  of  those  who  have,  or 
have  been  exposed  to  communicable  diseases.  It 
challenges  recent  statements  by  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  condoning  discrimination  based  on  irrational 
and  medically  unfounded  fears  of  contracting  AIDS. 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 


black/out  is  out 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Black/Out,  a  quarterly 
journal  of  news,  commentary  and  culture  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  of  African  descent,  has  made  its  first  ap¬ 
pearance.  Published  by  the  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG),  Black/Out’s  aim, 
according  to  the  introduction  by  editor  Joseph  Beam, 
is  to  counter  the  alienation  of  Black  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  from  both  the  Black  and  gay  communities.  The 
journal  also  hopes  to  end  the  “blackout”  of  the 
perspectives  and  issues  of  the  "outlaws,  outcasts 
and  outsiders”  of  society  that  NCBLG  represents. 

Subscriptions  ($10.00  for  one  year)  and  informa¬ 
tion  on  NCBLG  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  930  F 
Street,  NW,  Suite  514,  Washington,  DC  20004. 

—  Don  Hill 


gay  bank  manager  wins  round  in 
‘religious’  discrimination  suit 

LOUISVILLE,  KY  —  A  suit  brought  by  a  gay 
former  bank  manager  alleging  that  his  employer 
discriminated  against  him  on  religious  grounds  is  go¬ 
ing  back  to  court,  reports  Another  Voice. 

Samuel  Dorr,  who  had  worked  at  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Louisville  since  1962,  was  also  the  co¬ 
founder  of  the  Louisville  chapter  of  the  gay  Episcopal 
group  Integrity.  In  1981,  he  told  his  employers  that  he 
was  gay  and,  as  president  of  his  Integrity  chapter, 
would  be  taking  public  stands  on  gay  rights  issues. 

Stating  that  Dorr’s  position  might  undermine 
public  confidence  in  the  bank,  bank  officials  directed 
him  to  resign  his  presidency  of  the  gay  group.  They 
said  he  could  remain  in  the  group  as  long  as  he  did 
not  allow  his  membership  to  become  widely  known. 

Dorr  resigned  from  the  bank  in  protest,  and  filed 
a  complaint  with  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission.  After  his  complaint  was  dismissed, 
he  filed  suit  against  the  bank  in  1983,  charging 
religious  discrimination. 

A  federal  district  court  judge  initially  dismissed 
Dorr’s  suit,  saying  that  his  Integrity  activities  did  not¬ 
arise  from  his  religious  beliefs. 

However,  Judge  Nathaniel  Jones,  of  the  U.S.  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  of  Appeals  decided  that  the  lower  court 
judge  had  mistakenly  based  his  ruling  on  the  view 
that,  in  order  for  Dorr’s  activities  to  be  motivated  by 
his  religious  beliefs,  they  must  be  required  by  that 
faith. 

The  appellate  court  also  found  the  lower  court  in 
error  in  concluding  that  Dorr  had  not  sufficiently 
notified  his  superiors  of  the  religious  nature  of  his  ac¬ 
tivities.  Dorr  had  given  his  immediate  supervisor 
material  on  Integrity,  but  this  material  was  never  for¬ 
warded  to  bank  officials  who  made  the  decision  that 
Dorr  resign  his  presidency. 

The  bank  officials  also  contended  that  religion 
and  homosexuality  were  mutually  exclusive,  so  Dorr 
was  not  fired  due  to  his  religious  beliefs. 

Jones  ordered  the  case  returned  to  the  federal 
district  court  to  determine  whether  Dorr  had,  in  fact, 
made  it  clear  to  his  employers  the  religious  nature  of 
Integrity. 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


sharp  increase  in  aids  worldwide 

GENEVA  —  The  World  Health  Organization 
(WHO)  reports  a  significant  increase  in  the  number  of 
AIDS  cases  worldwide  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  according  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times.  Dr. 
Jonathan  Mann,  head  of  the  WHO  program  to  fight 
the  disease,  disclosed  at  a  recent  news  conference 
that  the  total  number  of  reported  cases  had  reached 
31,646  by  mid-September,  an  increase  of  11,170  since 
January,  1986.  Mann  stressed,  however,  that  AIDS  re¬ 
mains  seriously  underreported  since  many  national 
health  officials  are  unwilling  or  unable  to  provide  ac¬ 
curate  data. 

The  United  States  continues  to  show  the  highest 
numbers,  with  over  25,500  reported  cases,  up  from 
17,400  in  January.  The  most  rapid  increase  was  noted 
in  the  countries  of  Africa,  however,  where  there  were 
1,003  cases  compared  with  31  in  January.  WHO  offic¬ 
ials  attributed  the  greater  number  of  reported  African 
cases  in  part  to  a  growing  awareness  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  identifying  the  scope  of  the  disease.  WHO 
also  said  African  officials  appear  to  have  been  reluc¬ 
tant  until  recently  to  gather  statistics  on  the  extent  of 
AIDS  in  Africa,  fearing  that  international  health 
organizations  would  divert  funding  from  programs 
against  diseases  seen  as  having  a  wider  impact. 

Sharp  increases  were  also  noted  in  Western 
Europe,  particularly  in  France,  West  Germany  and  Ita¬ 
ly- 

—  Don  Hill 


battered  lesbians 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  research  project  on 
“Violence  in  Lesbian  Relationships”  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  here,  according  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay 
News.  The  study  will  be  conducted  by  Claire  Renzetti, 
a  local  sociologist  affiliated  with  the  Working  Group 
on  Lesbian  Battering. 

Battered  lesbians  and  survivors  of  lesbian  vio¬ 
lence  are  being  asked  to  fill  out  a  questionnaire  con¬ 
cerning  violence  in  their  relationships.  All  informa¬ 
tion  is  to  be  kept  completely  confidential. 

For  more  information,  call  Shawn  Towey  at 
Women  Against  Abuse,  (215)  686-7082,  or  the  Battered 
Lesbian  Support  Group  at  (215)  592-4583. 

—  Rebecca  Lilienfeld. 


green  bay  press  gazette  at  it  again 

GREEN  BAY,  Wl  —  Tracy  and  Peggy  Vandeveer, 
a  lesbian  couple,  have  brought  a  discrimination  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  Green  Bay  Press  Gazette.  OUT!,  of 
Wisconsin,  reports  that  this  is  the  second  such  com¬ 
plaint  to  be  brought  against  the  Gazette  this  year. 

The  couple  brought  the  complaint  against  the 
paper  when  it  allegedly  refused  them  access  to  the 
classified  section  of  the  newspaper  when  they  sub¬ 
mitted  advertising  for  sweatshirts  with  gay/lesbian 
slogans.  According  to  the  Vandeveers,  they  received 
a  letter  from  the  newspaper  stating  that  it  would  not 
accept  the  proposed  ad  for  publication.  When  Peggy 
Vandeveer  called  to  ask  the  reason  for  the  refusal, 
she  was  told  that  the  paper  could  not  give  her  a 
reason  because  of  “legal  purposes.” 

Tracy  Vandeveer  attempted  to  re-submit  the  ad, 
worded  differently,  by  telephone.  When  she  got  to  the 
words  “gay/lesbian,”  she  said  she  was  told,  “We  just 
don’t  print  those  kinds  of  ads.” 

The  first  such  complaint  brought  against  the 
Gazette  was  filed  earlier  this  year  by  Jay  Hatheway, 
director  of  Among  Friends,  a  gay/lesbian  referral 
agency  focusing  on  rural  Wisconsin.  After  the 
Gazette  refused  to  accept  Hatheway’s  ad,  which  also 
included  the  words  “gay/lesbian,”  probable  cause 
was  found  by  the  Equal  Rights  Division  of  the  State 
Department  of  Industry  that  the  newspaper  had 
discriminated  against  Hatheway  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation. 

In  that  case,  the  Gazette  refused  conciliation 
and  the  case  was  referred  to  the  Brown  County 
District  Attorney.  Hatheway  intends  to  bring  a  civil 
suit  against  the  paper. 

The  Vandeveers  said  that  if  probable  cause  is 
found,  they  too  will  bring  a  civil  suit  against  the 
newspaper. 

The  Green  Bay  Press  Gazette  is  owned  by  Gan- 
net,  Inc.,  the  country’s  largest  newspaper  chain. 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


more  aids  blather 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Legislators  in  Wash¬ 
ington  are  being  treated  to  a  booklet  entitled  “AIDS: 
Civil  Rights  or  Civil  Wrongs.”  According  to  the 
Washington  Blade,  the  booklet  proposes  that  bars 
and  other  areas  frequented  by  homosexuals  be 
closed.  Published  by  an  organization  called  the  Na¬ 
tional  Perspectives  Institute,  the  text  also  compares 
AIDS  to  the  “Black  Plague,”  links  the  beginning  of  the 
lesbian/gay  rights  movement  to  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty,  and  condemns  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  removed  homosexuality  as  a  mental 
disorder,  for  “its  role  in  the  spread  of  AIDS." 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 
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Unions’  Role  in  AIDS  Education  Explored 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  Attitudes  to¬ 
ward  people  with  AIDS  have 
changed  in  the  state’s  most  pro¬ 
blematic  workplaces,  from  the 
fear  and  open  hostility  of  the  early 
’80s  to  a  midpoint  in  the  path 
toward  understanding,  according 
to  a  panel  convened  to  explore 
labor  unions’  role  in  educating 
workers  about  AIDS. 

“Prior  to  1985,  the  issue  was:  I 
want  you  to  protect  me.  Now, 
there’s  a  consensus  developing  for 
protecting  the  rights  of  high-risk 
members  of  the  union,”  said 
Angela  DeVito,  occupational 
health  and  safety  coordinator  for 
the  Public  Employees  Federation, 
a  union  representing  57,000  em¬ 
ployees  of  New  York  state  agen¬ 
cies,  including  health  care  and 
prison  workers. 

About  20  union  representatives 
gathered  at  the  New  York  State 
School  of  Industrial  and  Labor 
Relations  of  Cornell  University  on 
September  26,  paying  $75  each  for 
the  half-day  seminar  on  coping 
with  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  in  the  workplace. 
Among  the  participating  unions 
were  the  Communications  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  the  Hotel  Trades 
Council,  District  65  of  the  United 
Automobile  Workers  and  two  New 
York-area  Teamsters  locals.  The 
unions  are  mostly  involved  in 
organizing  health  care  and  public 
service  workers,  such  as  employees 
at  blood  banks,  hospitals  or  prisons. 

In  New  York,  it  has  been  pre¬ 
cisely  these  workplaces  where 
workers  have  most  misunderstood 


AIDS  transmission,  demanding, 
for  instance,  that  people  with 
AIDS  in  hospitals  be  segregated  in 
special  wards.  It  has  mainly  fallen 
to  unions  representing  these 
workers  to  distribute  information 
abut  AIDS;  indeed  several  unions 
have  been  in  the  forefront  of  AIDS 
education.  A  packet  of  sample 
educational  materials  distributed 
at  the  seminar  included  brochures 
prepared  by  the  Service  Employees 
International  Union,  which  has  al¬ 
so  endorsed  protections  for  lesbian 
and  gay  workers  in  its  contracts. 

Yet  much  education  remains  to 
be  done,  in  part,  panelists  said, 
because  the  mainstream  media  has 
often  reported  on  AIDS  in  an  irre¬ 
sponsible  fashion.  “I  remember  a 
headline  in  the  New  York  Post  that 
13  prisoners  at  Rikers  Island  had 
AIDS,”  said  Dr.  Charles  Braslow, 
acting  director  of  the  health  ser¬ 
vice  at  Rikers  Island  Correctional 
Facility  in  New  York.  “This  was 
intended  to  make  people  afraid,” 
despite  the  fact  that  AIDS  was  to 
be  expected  in  a  prison  population 
of  which  70  percent  were  former 
drug  users. 

Braslow  detailed  the  epid¬ 
emiology  of  AIDS,  with  particular 
attention  to  the  precautions  to  be 
taken  in  health  and  public  service 
workplaces.  “The  people  in  the 
workplace  most  at  risk  are  health 
care  workers,”  Braslow  noted. 
But  of  666  documented  cases  of 
needle  stick  exposure  to  AIDS,  26 
tested  positive  for  the  HIV  an¬ 
tibody,  and  all  but  three  of  these 
were  members  of  known  risk 


groups. 

Calls  on  the  part  of  some 
workers  for  widespread  testing  for 
the  HIV  (formerly  HTLV-III) 
antibody  are  inappropriate,  panel 
members  agreed.  Even  if  the  tests 
were  completely  reliable  and  ac¬ 
curate,  such  testing  is  an  infringe¬ 
ment  on  workers’  and  prisoners’ 
right  to  privacy  and  could  only  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  discrimination, 
maintained  Arthur  B.  Spitzer, 
legal  director  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  in  the  local 
Washington,  D.C.,  area. 

Employees  with  AIDS  or  the 
AIDS  virus  are  still  being  threat¬ 
ened  with  dismissal,  and  such 
threats  are  likely  to  continue  until 
the  courts  issue  a  clear  ruling  that 
AIDS  is  not  relevant  to  work  per¬ 
formance,  Spitzer  said.  He  added 
that  the  recent  Justice  Department 
memorandum  stating  that  federal 
civil  rights  laws  do  not  protect  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  or  those  perceived 
to  be  capable  of  transmitting 
AIDS  from  dismissal  by  employers 
who  fear  the  spread  of  the  virus  is 
“illogical  and  unpersuasive.”  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  49) 

Attitudes  towards  people  with 
AIDS  in  workplaces,  including 
prisons,  have  evolved  in  response 
to  greater  public  understanding  of 
AIDS  and  how  it  is  spread,  accor¬ 
ding  to  DeVito,  of  the  state 
employees  union.  At  first,  the 
union  was  unprepared  for  work¬ 
ers’  hostility  toward  people  with 
AIDS,  and  “I  was  getting  20  calls  a 
day  in  1982  through  1984,”  she 
recalled. 


D.C.  Protesters  Kiss-Off 
Court’s  Sodomy  Ruling 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Over 
150  lesbian  and  gay  demonstrators 
and  their  supporters  rallied  on  the 
steps  of  the  Supreme  Court  Octo¬ 
ber  8  to  protest  the  High  Court’s 
recent  sodomy  ruling  and  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  sodomy  laws  across  the 
country. 

The  prostestors  chanted,  march¬ 
ed  and  at  one  point  kissed  each 
other  as  a  symbolic  gesture  to  de¬ 
mand  the  right  to  love  openly  and 
without  interference  from  the 
courts  or  police. 

Michael  Hardwick,  the  plaintiff 
in  the  case  in  which  the  Supreme 
Court  declared  Georgia’s  sodomy 
law  constitutional,  addressed  the 
demonstrators  and  urged  them 
“not  [to]  underestimate  what  you 
as  individuals  can  do.”  He  asked 
lesbians  and  gays  to  “come  out  to 
the  people  we  know,  especially 
those  who  love  and  respect  us,” 
and  to  “fight  for  our  rights  as  in¬ 
dividuals.” 

Congressman  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.)  also  addressed  the 
crowd,  calling  the  Court’s  ruling  in 
the  Hardwick  case  “bad  law,  bad 
morality,  and  bad  politics.” 


“The  Hardwick  v.  Bowers  deci¬ 
sion  is  the  Supreme  Court’s  way  of 
showing  us  quite  clearly  that  the 
American  government  has  the 
ability  to  disempower  those  groups 
in  our  society  it  deems  undes¬ 
irable,”  stated  Craig  Harris, 
Board  member  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  and  interim  Chair  of  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  Council. 
“If  the  defeat  of  the  sodomy  law 
challenge  and  the  AIDS  crisis  have 
shown  us  anything  it  is  that  the  gay 
community  needs  to  be  more  ac¬ 
tively  involved  in  grand  scale 
coalition-building  with  Blacks, 
Latinos,  Native  Americans, 
Asians,  women  and  the  poor.” 

Jeff  Levi,  executive  director  of 
NGLTF,  added  that  he  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  diverse  network 
of  lesbian,  gay,  labor,  civil  rights, 
and  women’s  organizations  which 
had  come  together  in  protest.  He 
said  members  of  these  groups  were 
united  by  their  “fear  of  having  a 
policeman  coming  into  their  bed¬ 
room.”  Levi  also  announced  the 
formation  of  NGLTF’s  Privacy 
Project,  which  will  work  to  repeal 


sodomy  laws  in  the  25  states  and 
the  District  of  Columbia  where 
they  still  exist. 

Although  demonstrators  verbal¬ 
ly  complained  about  Capitol  Po¬ 
lice  making  them  move  off  the 
Supreme  Court  steps  onto  the 
nearby  sidewalk  at  one  point  in  the 
rally,  there  were  no  acts  of  civil 
disobedience  and  no  arrests  during 
the  event. 

Diana  Christensen  of  the  San 
Francisco-based  group,  the  Com¬ 
munity  United  Against  Violence, 
pointed  to  what  she  saw  as  a 
“supreme  contradiction”  between 
the  increasing  attention  being  paid 
by  courts  and  law  enforcement  of¬ 
ficials*  to  the  sex  lives  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  their  lack  of  in¬ 
terest  in  the  violence  against  the 
community.  Christensen  urged  ev¬ 
eryone  to  “take  this  decision  lying 
down.” 

Levi  said  protests  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  will  continue  each 
October  (when  the  Court  con¬ 
venes)  until  the  Hardwick  decision 
is  reversed. 


Gena  Spero  Moved 

Continued from  page  1 


the  threat,  Spero  was  transferred 
to  Medfield  State  Hospital  for  a 
thirty  day  observation  period.  “I 
will  file  the  suit,  which  is  verified 
and  ready  to  go  if  there  is  a  sugges¬ 
tion  that  she  will  go  back  to  Fram¬ 
ingham,”  said  MacLeish.  “I 
doubt  that  it  will  happen.  I  think 
they’ll  find  a  way  to  keep  her  out 
of  Framingham  now.” 

Spero  said  she  does  not  know 
why  she  was  transferred.  “I  may 
be  a  bit  confused  now  because  I 
don’t  know  what  the  heck’s  going 
on  with  all  the  changes  and 
everything.  That  can  affect  a  per¬ 
son  temporarily,”  she  said.  “At 
least  I’m  not  in  a  zombie  state, 
totally  unaware,  like  when  I’m  on 
drugs,”  she  added. 

Although  Spero  is  officially  still 
under  the  custody  of  DOC,  the 
Department  of  Mental  Health 


(DMH)  has  significant  control 
over  what  will  happen  next  in  the 
case.  According  to  Robert  Fein, 
the  assistant  Commissioner  for 
Forensic  Mental  Health  at  DMH, 
officials  at  Medfield  State,  a  DMH 
facility,  will  send  a  report  of 
Spero ’s  condition  to  the  court  at 
the  end  of  the  thirty  day  observa¬ 
tion  period.  If  they  decide  that 
Spero  is  mentally  ill  and  should 
not  be  in  Framingham,  and  if 
Spero  concurs  with  their  findings, 
Spero  will  remain  in  state  hospitals 
until  these  findings  are  reversed. 
Spero’s  condition  would  be  re¬ 
viewed  in  six  months  and  then 
would  be  reviewed  annually.  If 
Spero  were  to  contest  DMH  find¬ 
ings,  she  could  petition  the  court 
for  a  hearing  which  would  include 
“full  due  process.” 

Spero  said  she  does  not  want  to 


go  to  trial.  “I’ve  done  no  wrong  so 
I  don’t  feel  like  I  should  have  to  go 
[to  trial.)  I  feel  they  should  in¬ 
vestigate  into  their  lies  and  find 
out  the  truth.  They  ain’t  going  to 
find  out  the  truth  by  sending  me  to 
some  trial  or  court.  I’m  a  mental 
case  so  of  course  right  away  I’ve 
done  something  wrong.” 

“They  also  say  I’m  violent, 
which  is  not  true,”  added  Spero. 
“[People  at  Medfield]  see  me  here 
[and]  ask  me  where’s  all  this 
violence  they  say  you  are?” 

Spero  is  bitter  about  her  ex¬ 
perience  over  the  last  four  years. 
“I  wouldn’t  have  cared  if  [I  was  in] 
the  dingiest  of  all  places  as  long  as 
I  got  help.  I’ve  gotten  no  help.  I’ve 
only  gotten  worse  and  worse.  I’ve 
finally  deteriorated  and  I’m  just 
waiting  for  death  now.” 


Prison  guards,  in  particular, 
were  insensitive  to  prisoners’ 
privacy  rights,  and  demanded  to 
know  which  prisoners  had  AIDS. 
The  New  York  State  Department 
of  Corrections  issued  guidelines 
for  coming  into  contact  with  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  but  the  facilities 
called  for  did  not  exist  in  New 
York’s  antiquated  prison  system. 
There  were  inadequate  health  care 
facilities  at  most  prisons,  and 
hospitals  located  near  the  prisons, 
often  situated  in  rural  areas,  would 
not  treat  people  with  AIDS. 

DeVito  toured  the  state’s  pris¬ 
ons,  telling  workers  “the  truth, 
that  they  didn’t  have  to  be  afraid, 
and  I  got  yelled  at.  They  said  their 
dues  were  paying  my  salary,  and  I 
wasn’t  doing  my  job.”  The 
union’s  aggressive  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  campaign  has  turned  many  of 


those  attitudes  around,  DeVito 
said,  though  “we’re  still  in  the 
process  of  creaing  a  union 
response”  to  worker  fears  about 
AIDS. 

The  union  also  took  up  the  is¬ 
sues  of  prison  health  care  and 
workplace  safety  guidelines  at  the 
bargaining  table  and  in  the  state 
Legislature,  and  helped  win  fun¬ 
ding  to  rehabilitate  prison  infir¬ 
maries  across  the  state. 

DeVito  admitted  that  the  union 
had  initially  taken  ill-informed 
positions  on  some  issues  related  to 
AIDS,  but  that  those  mistakes 
wouldn’t  be  repeated.  “We  sup¬ 
ported  legislation  to  test  all  in¬ 
mates  for  HTLV-III  in  1985.  It 
was  suggested  this  was  the  easiest 
way  to  do  it.  We  won’t  repeat 
that.” 


Fed’s  Drug  Study 
to  Focus  on  AZT 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Due  to  recent 
findings  on  AZT,  a  drug  which 
researchers  believe  can  extend 
the  lives  of  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs),  a  $100,000  federal 
study  of  anti-viral  drugs  may 
initially  focus  primarily  on  that 
drug.  The  AZT  results  were  so 
impressive  that  the  drug  is  be¬ 
ing  made  available  to  nearly 
7,000  PWAs  in  the  U.S.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  12) 

The  federal  study,  coor¬ 
dinated  by  the  National  In¬ 
stitute  on  Allergy  and  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  (NIAID),  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  June  of  this  year  as 
a  five-year  plan  to  test  drugs 
that  inhibit  the  HIV  (formerly 
HTLV-III)  virus,  as  well  as 
those  that  alleviate  infections 
and  cancers  often  contracted 
by  PWAs.  Five  drugs,  includ¬ 
ing  AZT,  were  slated  for 
testing. 

According  to  Dr.  Martin 
Hirsch,  the  principal  invest¬ 
igator  for  the  Boston  portion  of 
the  study,  NIAID’s  research 
protocols  have  now  been  dram¬ 
atically  changed  to  address  the 
new  information  on  AZT.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  12)  “It’s 
urgent  to  find  out  how  good 
AZT  really  is,”  explained 
Hirsch. 

The  upcoming  trials  are  like¬ 
ly  to  test  AZT  on  people  with 
AIDS  with  a  variety  of  oppor¬ 
tunistic  infections.  The  re¬ 
search  which  documented 


favorable  results  in  people  with 
AIDS  taking  the  anti-viral  drug 
focused  solely  on  those  who 
had  contracted  PCP,  a 
pneumonia  associated  with 
AIDS. 

In  Boston-area  AZT  pro¬ 
tocols  involving  40  people, 
three  people  who  were  taking  a 
placebo  have  died.  None  of  the 
people  involved  in  the  trial  who 
are  taking  AZT  have  died. 

People  with  Advanced  AIDS 
and  AIDS-Related  Complex 
(ARC),  will  not  be  involved  in 
NIAID  protocols  calling  for 
placebos,  said  Hirsch.  Pro¬ 
tocols  involving  placebos  will 
most  likely  be  geared  towards 
testing  drugs  on  people  who  are 
asymptomatic,  but  test  positive 
for  the  HIV  virus.  “We  don’t 
know  if  the  risk  [of  giving  a 
healthy  person  a  drug  for  two 
or  three  years]  outweighs  the 
benefits,”  said  Hirsch. 

Hirsch,  who  recently  met 
with  other  researchers  in  New 
Orleans  to  draft  protocol  pro¬ 
posals  for  the  NIAID  study, 
said  he  is  planning  to  meet  with 
other  Boston  researchers  to  de¬ 
cide  what  protocols  they  may 
want  to  coordinate.  The  New 
Orleans  drafts  are  currently  be¬ 
ing  reviewed  by  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH). 
Hirsch  estimated  that  the  actual 
trials  will  be  underway  “in  the 
next  few  months.” 


West  Point  Lesbians 


Continued from  page  1 
its  “employees”:  “Things  that 
wouldn’t  be  a  basis  for  dismissal 
from  other  jobs  are  in  the 
military.” 

Gilberd  explained  her  reasons 
for  opposing  the  discharges:  “The 
military  destroys  people’s  lives. 
Here  the  military  has  a  right  to  go 
into  your  bedroom  and  destroy  the 
rest  of  your  life.  It  is  neander¬ 
thal  . . .  The  military  is  the  worst  bas¬ 
tion  of  homophobia.” 

She  continued,  “Perhaps  peo¬ 
ple  should  be  convinced  to  get  out 
—  but  they  have  to  make  that  deci¬ 
sion,  not  you  or  me.  And  if  they 
want  to  get  out,  should  they  be 
forced  to  get  a  gay  discharge,  and 
have  it  follow  them  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives,  and  be  forced  to  come 
out  to  their  families?  We  have  to 
protect  people  from  the  virulence 
of  the  homophobia  they  might  en¬ 
counter.” 

“Helping  people  to  fight  dis¬ 
charge  has  an  educational  benefit 
as  well,”  she  said.  “It  gets  publici¬ 
ty.  And  young  people  who  might 
enlist  see  that  the  military  is  not  the 
place  to  be  if  you  are  gay.” 

The  United  States  Military 
Academy,  in  West  Point,  New 


York,  was  founded  in  1802.  It  pri¬ 
marily  trains  cadets.  Military  per¬ 
sonnel  are  assigned  to  the  academy 
to  help  in  its  “mission.”  As  of 
June  1986,  there  were  940  officers 
assigned  to  West  Point,  of  whom 
75  were  women.  There  were  774 
enlistees,  of  whom  145  were 
women.  There  are  currently  143 
military  police  at  the  academy,  of 
whom  27  are  women. 

—  filed  from  Boston 

Correction 

A  news  note  in  GCN,  Vol. 
14,  No.  5,  incorrectly  stated 
that  “The  Hunks  of  Nic¬ 
aragua”  calendar  produced  by 
the  Boston  radical  gay  men’s 
affinity  group,  United  Fruit 
Co.,  would  appear  quarterly. 
The  group  has  no  plans  for  fur¬ 
ther  editions  of  that  calendar. 
To  receive  the  “hunks”  and  a 
plethora  of  other  subversive 
stuff  like  the  “Missing  Homo” 
milk  cartons  and  the  “Are  You 
Normal?”  test,  send  $5  to 
United  Fruit  Co.,  c/o  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Editorial - 

Beyond  Privacy: 

Sexual  and  Reproductive  Freedom 


The  abortion  rights  and  lesbian/gay  movements  share  a 
number  of  features.  Both  assert  the  need  for  control  over  our  bodies 
and  sex  for  pleasure.  Both  challenge  rigid  gender  roles  and  the 
confines  on  women’s  autonomy.  And  for  all  these  reasons,  both  are 
prime  targets  of  the  rightwing  backlash  in  this  country. 

Both  movements  have  also  suffered  in  recent  years  as  have  the 
struggles  of  people  of  color,  from  the  conservative  successes  that 
force  us  to  a  defensive  posture.  Free  abortion  for  all  women,  like 
state-funded  24-hour  childcare,  like  Black  power,  is  hardly  a 
common  rallying  cry  in  1986.  The  most  visible  sectors  of  the 
abortion  rights  movement,  once  a  reproductive  freedom  movement, 
have  conspicuously  narrowed  their  demands  to  legal  abortion  and 
now  argue  that  women  have  the  right  to  make  “private”  decisions 
about  personal  matters. 

Sexual  liberation,  likewise,  has  faded  from  the  agendas  of  most 
gay  and  lesbian  organizations  and  spokespeople.  Instead  of  fighting 
where  we  work  and  where  we  live  for  changes  that  could  free  us  to 
be  openly,  blatantly  queer,  we  seem  to  be  forming  “privacy 
projects”  to  overturn  sodomy  laws.  In  other  words,  we  accept  our 
places  and  the  way  they  are  handed  to  us  enough  to  ask  only  for 
better  locks  on  our  queer  bedrooms. 

But  this  shift  to  a  focus  on  protection  of  “privacy”  —  through 
a  legal  system  organized  to  keep  us  down  —  away  from  struggle  for 
the  politicization  of  sexuality  and  gender  norms,  is  not  inevitable. 
While  clearly  the  conditions  that  allow  for  a  narrowing  of  demands 
include  the  ability  of  the  more  privileged  among  us  to  get  by  on 
“privacy,”  the  vast  majority  of  us  are  too  threatened  by  the  status 
quo  to  hope  for  safety  behind  the  cloak  of  “privacy.”  We  need 
fundamental  changes  in  the  basic  structures  of  society,  including  the 
legal  and  “justice”  systems,  that  enforce  heterosexism,  racism, 
class  oppression,  and  sexism.  The  only  effective  response  to  the 
Right  is  head-on  confrontation,  not  over  our  right  to  “privacy,” 
but  over  the  issues  and  fears  they  manipulate,  including  fears  about 
sexual  freedom. 

This  confrontation  has  to  happen  in  the  open,  together  with 
other  groups  working  to  be  free.  “Privacy”  politics  can  only  isolate 
us  from  each  other  and  from  the  people  with  whom  we  need  to  be 
talking,  with  whom  we  need  to  build  coalitions.  If  our  oppression 
can  be  reduced  to  the  need  for  privacy,  there  isn’t  much  to  talk 
about. 

So  when  people  march  October  18  in  Boston,  in  opposition  to 


an  anti-abortion  amendment  to  the  state  Constitution  and  to  all 
attacks  on  sexual  freedom,  gay  men  and  lesbians  must  be  there 
adding  our  voices  against  the  Right.  We  must  be  there  in  solidarity, 
asserting  our  need  to  sex  as  we  choose,  to  control  all  aspects  of  our 
lives. 

If  the  amendment,  Question  tt\  on  the  November  ballot, 
passes,  it  will  give  the  legislature  the  power  to  make  laws  regulating 
abortion.  The  first  likely  effect  of  its  passage  would  be  a  law  cutting 
off  state  Medicaid  for  poor  women  seeking  abortions  —  women 
who  can’t  afford  “private”  abortions.  True  to  tradition,  the  first 
target  of  the  state  will  be  those  already  disadvantaged  in  their  efforts 
to  control  their  lives. 

The  amendment  would  also  allow  the  Legislature  to  make  laws 
regulating  abortion  clinics,  probably  out  of  existence,  and  allow  for 
elimination  of  health  insurance  coverage  of  abortion.  The 
amendment  could  also  be  used  to  outlaw  abortion  entirely  in  the 
state,  should  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  reverse  its  1973  Roe  v.  Wade 
decision  legalizing  abortion.  Given  the  make-up  of  the  current 
Court,  such  a  reversal  is  not  unlikely. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  will  act 
immediately  to  pass  restrictive  laws  on  abortion  if  Question  tt\  is 
approved  by  the  voters.  In  1979,  the  Legislature  passed  a  bill  to 
eliminate  Medicaid  for  abortion,  co-sponsored  by  the  current 
mayor  of  Boston,  Raymond  Flynn,  then  a  state  representative.  The 
bill  was  subsequently  overturned  by  the  state  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  which  ruled  that  the  state  Constitution  would  not  permit  the 
exclusion  of  abortion  from  Medicaid  coverage.  Passage  of  Question 
tt\  would  amend  the  Constitution  to  remove  that  “stumbling 
block”  and  allow  for  the  cut-off. 

The  October  18  march,  leaving  Copley  Square  at  noon  and 
marching  to  Government  Center  for  a  rally  at  1  p.m.  is  organized  by 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee,  the  Reproductive  Rights 
National  Network  (Boston),  Boston  NOW,  Mobilization  for 
Survival,  and  the  Alliance  Against  Women’s  Oppression.  Speakers 
will  address  not  only  abortion  funding,  but  all  attacks  on  sexual  and 
reproductive  freedom,  including  sterilization  abuse  and  the  anti-gay 
foster  care  policy  in  the  state. 

For  more  information  about  the  march,  or  to  join  organizing 
efforts  against  Question  HI,  call  Boston  NOW  at  (617)  782-1056. 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  paid  full-time  staff. 


Voices 


Community 

gay  choral  test 
overlooked? 

Dear  GCN: 

The  following  is  a  slightly  revised  version  of  a 
letter  of  mine  that  you  published  on  November 
19,1983,  referring  to  your  failure  to  review  the 
Come  Out  And  Sing  Together  gay  choral  festival 
in  New  York  that  past  September.  Only  the 
names,  numbers,  dates  and  places  have  been 
changed: 

“It’s  way  too  late  now,  of  course,  but  it’s  im¬ 
portant  to  let  you  know  how  disappointed,  if  not 
angry,  I  feel  that  you  failed  to  review  the  gay 
choral  festival  that  took  place  the  first  week  of 
July  in  Minneapolis. 

“This  was  a  major  gathering  of  singers,  both 
men  and  women,  from  all  over  the  country,  and 
Vancouver,  Canada.  There  were  over  1400  of  us, 
who  came  at  great  personal  expense  and  sacrifice. 
Many  of  the  participating  choruses  had  spon¬ 
sored  fundraising  events  for  up  to  two  years  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  get  to  Minneapolis. 

“Major  composers,  Libby  Larsen,  John  David 
Earnest  and  Stephen  Paulus,  were  engaged  to 
write  specially  commissioned  pieces  for  presenta¬ 
tion  in  the  most  prestigious  concert  hall  of  the  ci¬ 
ty.  Orchestra  Hall  was  booked  with  gay  music  for 
five  major  concerts  over  four  days’  time. 

“All  GCNdid  was  publish  an  advance  notice  of 
the  festival,  but  no  afterthoughts,  reviews,  sum¬ 
ming  up  or  any  kind  of  attention  at  all.  It’s  as  if  a 
lonely  shepherd  had  sung  a  plaintive  song  into  the 
night  and  the  darkness  swallowed  it  up  unheard 
by  any  other  listening  ear.  For  shame!  A  terrible 
disservice  to  the  gay  community.!” 

Here’s  what  David  Morris  responded  editorial¬ 
ly  to  my  1983  letter:  “We  were  in  fact  promised  a 
review  of  the  festival  and  were  looking  forward  to 
publishing  it.  But  due  to  unforseen  circum¬ 
stances,  the  volunteer  writer  who  had  made  the 
promise  was  unable  to  write  the  article.  We  too 
were  disappointed  but  have  learned  to  accept  the 
fact  that  volunteer  writers  with  other  full-time  oc¬ 
cupations  cannot  always  fulfill  their  com¬ 
mitments.” 

Well,  it  could  be  that  you  are  still  planning  to 
publish  a  major  article,  even  though  many  weeks 
after  the  festival.  If  so,  I  look  forward  to  reading 
it  with  great  interest;  if  it  appears  before  Labor 
Day,  you  need  not  print  this  letter.  If  not,  what 
can  I  say?  Three  years  ago  it  was  700  singers,  this 
year  1400.  The  gay  and  lesbian  choral  movement 
is  expanding  by  leaps  and  bounds  all  over  the 
world,  and  all  you  do  is  review  the  Boston  chorus. 
They  sang  wonderfully  at  the  festival,  by  the  way 
—  they  hadn’t  attended  three  years  ago.  One 
would  think  that  even  for  reasons  of  local  pride 
you’d  have  sent  someone  to  Minneapolis,  or  ar¬ 
ranged  for  a  local  writer  there  to  cover  it  for  you, 


or  asked  one  of  the  Boston  men  to  write  up  the  ex¬ 
perience.  So  what’s  the  excuse  this  time? 

Angry  (again), 

Eric  Gordon 
New  York,  NY 


open  letter  to 
boston’s  women’s 
community 

Dear  GCN: 

I  find  it  very  upsetting  that  the  upcoming 
“Women’s  Music”  Concert  Series  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  man,  Harry  Lipson.  It’s  not  so  much 
that  it’s  a  man,  but  that  this  particular  man 
doesn’t  —  in  my  opinion  —  respect  the  needs  of 
the  Women’s  Community  or  of  individual 
womu. 

“Women’s  Music”  has  been  a  pioneering  force 
in  changing  people’s  concept  and  expectations  of 
alternative  entertainment.  We  have  come  to  ex¬ 
pect  certain  needs  to  be  met,  such  as  sign  language 
interpretation  for  the  deaf/hearing  impaired, 
wheelchair  accessibility  for  the  differently-abled, 
and  childcare  should  we  decide  to  bring  our  kids 
along. 

We  also  expect,  especially  in  “Women’s 
Music,”  that  the  funds  raised  from  concert  pro¬ 
duction  will  be  recycled  back  into  the  Women’s 
Community,  perhaps  by  hiring  women  techni¬ 
cians  to  handle  the  lights  and  sound.  And  what 
about  the  Lesbian  Community?  It’s  interesting 
that  a  man  who  produces  many  Lesbian  musi¬ 
cians  doesn’t  mention  this  in  his  ads,  nor  have  we 
seen  any  ads  in  Gay  Community  News  —  yet.  All 
we  have  seen  up  to  now  is  a  concert  producer  in 
direct  competition  with  women  producers  in  our 
community. 

When  we  talk  about  “Women’s  Music,”  we 
are  talking  about  nearly  20  years  of  WOMEN’S 
ENERGY,  WOMEN’S  HARD  WORK  AND 
WOMEN’S  DETERMINATION  TO  CHANGE 
OUR  CULTURE.  Harry  Lipson  has  been  pro¬ 
ducing  this  particular  series  for  3  years.  Do 
women  want  to  support  this?  Are  our  needs  truly 
being  met?  These  are  questions  we  need  to  ask. 
We  should  be  outraged  that  this  man  is  capitaliz¬ 
ing  on  work  that  has  been  done  by  women!  Please 
discuss  this  with  your  friends. .  .maintain  our 
high  standards. .  .WOMEN’S  MUSIC  SHOULD 
BE  ACCESSIBLE  TO  ALL  THE  MEMBERS 
OF  OUR  COMMUNITY.  PLEASE  THINK 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  TICKETS.  Thank 
you. 

Roberta  Hayes 
Boston,  MA 


not  following 
their  own  rules 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  you  to  put  my  article  of  plea  in 
your  paper  for  help.  This  is  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  my  situation.  Back  in  1985  when  the 
AIDS  hit  (publicly)  within  the  institution  here,  I 
wanted  to  be  tested.  In  late  September  I  was  put  in 
isolation  and  labeled  by  the  administration  as 
having  AIDS,  even  though  further  testing  in¬ 
dicated  no  presence  of  AIDS  or  ARC.  Finally  the 
medical  staff  cleared  me  and  got  me  released  back 
into  general  prison  population.  No  problems 
there. 

Now  in  January  of  1986  I  received  a  miscon¬ 
duct  for  being  in  a  unauthorized  area  and  was 
placed  in  isolation  for  6  months,  which  is  now  up, 
but  the  administration  will  not  let  me  out  of  isola¬ 
tion.  They  say  it’s  because  I’m  an  overt  homosexual 
and  they  feel  I  carry  the  HTLV-3.  My  reply  was  I 
am  not  the  only  overt  queen  here  in  this  prison. 
And  thats  not  a  reason  to  keep  a  person  in  the 
hole.  To  me  that  only  demonstrates  discrimina¬ 
tion.  Why  single  me  out  because  I  was  tested  and 
cleared  by  the  medical  staff? 

If  they  feel  I  have  AIDS  they  should  put  me 
back  in  the  hospital,  not  in  isolation  here  in  the 
dungeon.  No  doctor  approved  this.  While  being 
held  (‘illegally’)  here,  I  shower,  have  time  in  the 
yard,  and  be  around  a  lot  of  inmates  thats  over 
here  in  the  hole  for  various  reasons,  so  the  fact  is 
that  I  am  NOT  isolated  completely  from  people 
and  that  only  demonstrates  the  fiber  of 
misconception  that  is  used  to  hold  me  confined 
under  false,  bigoted  pretenses. 

Also  from  an  article  I  read  in  the  paper  the 
Supt.  Mr.  Ryan  stated  that  he  plans  to  follow  a 
state  correctional  policy  which  is  that  only  in¬ 
mates  diagnosed  as  actually  having  AIDS  or  ARC 
will  be  isolated.  The  state  policy  allows  inmates 
whose  been  exposed  to  the  virus  to  remain  in 
prison  general  population.  So  they  are  not  acting 
on  the  state  policy. 

I’ve  appealed  their  action  here  and  got  no 
response.  I  am  still  in  need  of  some  help  to  be 
either  released  from  isolation  and  back  into 
population  or  else  put  in  the  hospital .  So  any  help 
anyone  can  give  is  gratefully  appreciated.  Also 
thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  read  all  that  1  wrote 
and  for  understanding.  If  you  can  please  write 
Supt.  Ryan,  Drawer  K,  Dallas,  PA  18612,  and 
Commissioner  Jeffes,  Box  598,  Camp  Hill,  PA 
17011,  and  ask  for  an  independent  investigation 
into  these  facts.  They  really  don’t  like  too  much 
outside  attention,  and  it  may  help  a  lot. 

Thanks, 

Tyrone  Brown 
Drawer  K,  M7842 
Dallas,  PA  18612 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collec¬ 
tive  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events 
and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid 
staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  by 
the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to 
send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information, 
and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 
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The  Drugs  Connection 

By  John  Lauritsen 


Within  the  gay  community  some  have  argued  that  AIDS,  horrible  though  it  be,  is  less  of 
a  threat  to  us  than  the  political  repercussions  of  the  Syndrome.  These  gay  spokespeople, 
who  consider  themselves  to  be  politically  acute,  have  denied  that  AIDS  is  in  any  way  a  “gay 
disease.”  At  New  York  City  forums  a  frequent  refrain  has  become:  ‘‘AIDS  is  not  caused  by 
homosexuality  —  it  is  caused  by  a  virus!” 

This  position  is  not  entirely  without  merit.  Certainly  there  is  nothing  inherently  dis¬ 
eased  in  erotic  relations  between  males;  to  the  contrary,  male  love  is  an  old,  noble,  and 
healthy  phenomenon.  Also,  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  “blame  the  victim”  —  whatever  fac¬ 
tors  may  ultimately  prove  responsible  for  causing  AIDS,  no  one  should  imply  that  people 
with  AIDS  could  have  known  the  extent  of  the  risks  they  were  running. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  at  least  two  things  seriously  wrong  with  the  above  position.  The 
first  is  that  the  so-called  “AIDS  virus,“  HIV  (alias  LAV,  HTLV-III,  ARV,  et  al.),  has  not 
been  proven  to  be  the  cause  of  AIDS  —  the  sole  cause,  not  the  primary  cause,  nor  even  a 
necessary  cause.  Notwithstanding  the  thousands  of  assertions  that  have  appeared  in  the 
popular  media  and  in  government  press  releases,  the  fact  remains  that  medical  science  has  a 
series  of  tests  that  any  microbe  must  pass  before  it  can  be  considered  the  cause  of  a  particular 
disease.  These  tests  are  known  as  “Koch’s  Postulates,”  and  the  “AIDS  virus”  has  soundly 
flunked  all  of  them. 

Koch’s  First  Postulate,  the  most  basic,  requires  that  the  microbe  be  found  in  all  cases  of 
the  disease.  In  various  samplings  of  AIDS  patients,  anywhere  from  20%  to  64%  do  not  have 
HIV  in  their  bodies;  about  10%  do  not  even  have  HIV  antibodies.  It  is  obvious  that  HIV 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  necessary  factor  in  causing  AIDS  if  substantial  proportions  of  AIDS 
patients  do  not  have  the  virus  in  their  bodies,  and  yet  remain  sick. 

The  “AIDS  virus”  has  likewise  failed  to  fulfill  any  of  the  other  tests  devised  by  Robert 
Koch  for  “establishing  the  specificity  of  a  pathogenic  micro-organism.”  For  years  resear¬ 
chers  have  been  injecting  fluids  from  AIDS  patients  into  various  species  of  monkeys  and 
chimpanzees,  with  negative  results.  None  of  the  infra-human  primates  has  developed  AIDS 
as  a  result  of  these  inoculations,  which  means  that  the  “AIDS  virus”  has  failed  to  fulfill 
Koch’s  Second  and  Third  Postulates.  The  most  thoughtful  AIDS  researchers  at  this  point 


Community 

lesbian  prisoners 
absolutely  driving 
them  crazy 

Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  your  letter  regarding  my  receipt 
of  the  GCN  newspapers,  yes  I  am  allowed  to  get 
them.  Thank  God,  because  they  are  a  life-saver.  I 
am  also  going  to  try  to  answer  some  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  you  have  posed  for  lesbian  prisoners. 

As  far  as  dealing  with  straight  women,  I  have 
no  problem.  It  is  the  straight  women  who  “play 
games”  such  as,  as  soon  as  they  find  out  you  are 
truly  gay  they  try  to  “be”  with  you,  but  only  to 
try  to  use  you.  By  this  I  mean  using  your  money  to 
support  them. 

It’s  so  beautiful  to  see  two  real  lesbians 
together  because  the  relationship  is  so  full  of  car¬ 
ing  and  very  much  needed  support  for  each  other. 
I  am  fortunate  enough  to  be  involved  in  one  of 
these  beautiful  relationships. 

As  for  coming  out  of  prison,  I  don’t  have  the 
support  of  the  lesbian  community  at  all.  I  am  try¬ 
ing  to  relocate  to  Washington,  D.C.  1  need  a  job 
and/or  a  residence  established  before  I  can  leave 
here.  I  don’t  know  who  to  contact  as  I  know 
nobody  there.  Possibly,  if  you  can,  could  you 
assist  me  with  some  names  and  addresses  of  in¬ 
dividuals  or  businesses  in  the  D.C.  area  that 
might  lend  some  support.  I  am  in  here  on  a  non¬ 
violent  crime. 

If  you  are  known  to  be  gay  and  have  a  lover  on 
the  compound,  they  refuse  to  house  you  in  the 
same  building.  Since  visiting  other  buildings  is 
out  of  bounds,  they  send  you  to  the  “hole”  if 
you’re  caught  visiting,  or  even  send  you  to 
another  institution.  The  staff  goes  out  of  their 
way  to  discourage  any  type  of  relationship.  They 
constantly  shake  down  your  room  at  all  hours. 
They  will  have  the  grounds  officer  follow  you. 
They  try  to  wear  you  down  so  you  will  begin  to 
feel  that  a  relationship  isn’t  worth  the  hassle. 

The  staff  is  especially  prejudicial  to  black  and 
white  couples.  Believe  me,  1  know  and  I  have 
gone  through  hell  because  of  it.  I  will  say  this 
much,  they  can  never  take  the  love  out  of  my 
heart  for  this  very  special  woman.  I  have  never 
been  involved  with  a  black  woman  before  in  my 
life  and  with  what  we  have  together  I  wouldn’t 
have  it  any  other  way.  Staff  has  always  come 
down  on  us  very  hard.  But  to  their  dismay,  our 
love  has  withstood  every  ‘test’  they  have  thrown 
at  us.  In  fact,  I  believe  that  it  has  made  our  bond 
even  stronger.  I  would  lay  down  my  life  for  my 
beautiful  lady,  and  staff  knows  this  and  it  is  ab¬ 
solutely  driving  them  crazy.  One  thing  staff  needs 
to  understand  is  that  my  body  may  be  imprisoned 
but  my  heart  soars  free  and  full  of  love.  They  will 
never  take  that  away  from  me. 

Well,  I  hope  this  gives  you  a  little  insight  as  to 
where  I’m  coming  from. 

Thanks, 

Deborah  Baumgartner 
04925-018  Veritas 
Box  2000 

Lexington,  KY  40512 

[Pris.  Proj.  note:  When  we  received  this  note 
several  weeks  ago  from  Debbie,  she  was  in  the 
federal  women’s  joint  at  Alderson,  West 
Virginia.  We  just  got  word  that  she's  been  moved 
to  Lexington,  Kentucky;  we  can  imagine  why. 
She  can  use  some  support.] 


Voices 


only  $1495! 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  sent  to  Terry 
Marler  of  the  Human  Factor  Data  Evaluation 
Centers. 

Dear  Mr.  Marler, 

Shame  on  you.  The  Chairperson  of  our  Board 
of  Directors  received  a  letter  of  solicitation,  a 
prepared  order  form  and  a  description  of  4  audio 
cassette  tapes  designed  to  achieve  a  “20%  remis¬ 
sion  rate  (for  AIDS)  and  a  35%  avoidance  rate 
for  those  testing  positive”  for  only  $1495.00. 

Your  literature  would  lead  consumers  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  through  “Brain  Computer  Programm¬ 
ing”  taught  on  these  tapes,  a  person  with  ARC  or 
HIV  anti-body  positive  test  results  has  a  ‘  ‘fighting 
chance  to  beat  the  syndrome.”  May  I  suggest  to 
Mr.  James  M.  Beasley,  your  Director,  that  if  he 
was  at  Princeton  University  in  1939  in  a  scientific 
rather  than  a  janitorial  capacity,  that  he  might 
conduct  research  on  AIDS  and  publish  for  the 
benefit  of  all. 

For  your  company  to  use  technocratic  linguis¬ 
tics  to  entice  people  worried  about  this  fatal  dis¬ 
ease  to  purchase  “B  C  Disease  Engineering  Train¬ 
ing  Program  for  People  with  AIDS”  should  be 
unlawful.  In  fact,  it  might  be,  so  with  every  ounce 
of  my  mentalism  I  am  projecting  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  authorities  to  pop  your  plug,  overload 
your  circuits  and  get  your  “garbage”  out  of  our 
community. 

Do  not  write  again, 

Dale  Orlando,  Executive  Director 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Boston,  MA 


those  nice  women 
next  door 

Dear  GCN: 

Regarding  Amy  Hoffman’s  review  of  Meg 
Wolitzer’s  Hidden  Pictures  (Book  Review, 
August  24-30,  1986): 

While  Ms.  Hoffman  makes  an  excellent  point 
in  her  objection  to  the  lack  of  a  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty  in  the  main  characters’  lives  (Jane’s  previous 
involvement  in  a  lesbian-feminist  community  is 
presented  in  a  somewhat  negative  light),  I 
disagree  with  her  overall  conclusion.  Ms.  Hoff¬ 
man  considers  Laura  and  Jane’s  quiet  suburban 
life  a  retreat  to  the  ’50s.  I  see  it  as  a  step  forward 
—  a  refusal  to  be  ghettoized.  If  mainstream 
readers  can  be  brought  to  realize  that  “lesbian”  is 
not  synonymous  with  “alien,”  and  may  even 
mean  those  nice  women  next  door  with  the  little 
boy  and  the  pussycat,  there  may  be  less  support 
for  reactionary,  homophobic  actions  by  political 
authorities  (such  as  the  disgraceful  foster  care 
restrictions  in  Massachusetts). 

People  who  enjoyed  Wolitzer’s  book  would 
also  like  Jane  Rule’s  story  “Middle  Children.”  It 
can  be  located  in  her  collection  Theme  for  Diverse 
Instruments  and  some  gay  anthologies  such  as 
Kleinberg’s  The  Other  Persuasion  and  Picano’s  A 
True  Likeness. 

Sincerely, 

Susan  M.  Levy 
Brooklyn,  NY 


admit  that  the  cause  or  causes  of  AIDS  are  unknown,  and  that  the  etiologic  role  of  HI  V,  if 
any,  remains  to  be  elucidated. 

The  other  thing  wrong  with  the  “political”  argument  is  that  it  denies  our  own  respon¬ 
sibility  for  stopping  AIDS.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  must  come  to  grips  with  the  fact 
that  for  five  years  AIDS  has  remained  compartmentalized,  restricted  almost  entirely  to  gay 
men  and  intravenous  drug  users.  Over  a  period  of  five  years,  the  proportions  of  AIDS  cases 
accounted  for  by  these  two  groups  has  scarcely  changed  at  all.  While  it  may  literally  be  true 
that  “AIDS  is  not  a  gay  disease,”  it  is  equally  true  that  a  connection  exists  —  that  there  must 
be  something  in  the  gay  lifestyle  that  is  causing  gay  men  to  develop  AIDS. 

I  believe  that  this  connection  is  to  be  found  in  the  “recreational  drugs”  (a  sick 
euphemism)  that  became  a  prominent  feature  of  the  urban  gay  male  lifestyle  beginning  in 
the  early  1970s.  Besides  alcohol  and  marijuana,  the  menu  of  “gay”  drugs  includes  such 
manifestly  unhealthy  items  as  heroin,  cocaine,  quaaludes,  amphetamines,  ethyl  chloride, 
PCP,  LSD,  barbituates,  “meth,”  and  poppers,  along  with  such  newcomers  as  base,  crack, 
Ecstasy,  and  Eve. 

The  information  we  have  —  admittedly  dated  and  inadequate  —  indicates  that  virtually 
all  of  the  gay  men  with  ADIS  were  heavy  users  of  these  “recreational”  drugs.  It  does  not  re¬ 
quire  a  great  deal  of  imagination  to  see  that  the  use  of  such  drugs  —  some  of  which  are  well 
known  to  be  immunosuppressive,  as  well  as  capable  of  killing  all  by  themselves  —  is  bound 
to  play  a  role  in  causing  AIDS. 

I  have  devoted  much  time  over  the  past  several  years,  in  collaboration  with  Hank 
Wilson  in  San  Francisco,  to  collecting  and  evaluating  medical  literature  on  the  nitrite  in¬ 
halants,  or  “poppers,”  the  gay  drug  par  excellence.  As  most  of  us  are  aware,  poppers  are 
advertised  and  sold  to  gay  men,  who  make  up  virtually  the  entire  market  for  this  commodi¬ 
ty.  So  intimately  are  poppers  associated  with  gay  male  sexuality,  with  the  gay  disco  scene, 
that  criticism  of  poppers  seems  almost  like  a  rebuke  to  the  gay  male  lifestyle  itself.  Men  who 
appear  to  be  psychologically  normal  suddenly  become  raving  lunatics  when  it  is  suggested 
that  poppers  are  hazardous  to  the  health  and  may  play  a  role  in  causing  AIDS. 

The  medical  evidence  against  poppers  is  extensive  and  devastating.  In  our  recent  book, 
Death  Rush:  Poppers  &  AIDS  (by  John  Lauritsen  and  Hank  Wilson,  Pagan  Press,  New 
York,  1986),  there  are  no  fewer  than  34  pages  of  references  to  medical  reports  and  other 
literature  on  the  nitrate  inhalants.  Anyone  who  has  read  even  a  portion  of  this  literature  can 
only  shake  his  head  in  amazement  that  this  deadly  commodity  was  ever  sold  legally,  or  that 
anyone  in  his  right  mind  would  use  it. 

To  sum  up:  although  we  do  not  know  how  AIDS  is  caused,  we  do  have  enough  infor¬ 
mation  to  give  intelligent  risk-reduction  guidelines.  The  lives  of  gay  men  depend  on  follow¬ 
ing  a  two-pronged  approach: 

One:  Assume  that  microbes,  known  or  unknown,  play  a  role  in  causing  AIDS,  and 
therefore  follow  “safe  sex”  guidelines.  In  conservative  terms,  this  would  mean  either  prac¬ 
tising  celibacy  or  limiting  sex  to  simple  body  contact  and  mutual  masturbation.  (Condoms 
are  not  the  panacea;  they  break.) 

Two:  Bolster  your  immune  systems  by  living  in  a  healthy  way:  eat  nutritious  food;  get 
enough  sleep  and  rest;  reduce  stress;  get  plenty  of  exercise;  and  avoid  the  use  of  any  and  all 
“recreational  drugs”  —  especially  including  poppers. 

AIDS  is  preventable,  and  it  must  be  stopped. 

John  Lauritsen  is  the  co-author  of  Death  Rush:  Poppers  and  AIDS. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication .  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 


don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Name 
City  _ 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


.Address 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


State 


Zip 


1  year  $33.00  $ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  j_ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  i 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston.  MA  02111 

_ GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation 
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Gay  Images  in  TV  Movies:  an  Overview 


By  Michael  Botkin 

Although  gay  men  and  lesbians 
have  been  portrayed  in  movies  for 
decades,  it  is  only  recently  that 
they  have  begun  to  appear  in  cen¬ 
tral  roles  on  TV.  The  basic  reason 
for  this  is  that  TV,  unlike  movies 
which  cost  five  bucks  a  shot  and 
are  rated  to  protect  the  young,  is 
accessible  to  all  and  sundry.  As  a 
result  of  this  accessibility  the  range 
of  topics  and  opinions  that  appear 
on  TV  are  unofficially  limited  to 
those  which  reflect  mainstream 
values. 

The  appearance  of  a  series  of 
made-for-TV  movies  about  les¬ 
bian  or  gay  characters  represents 
something  of  a  breakthrough.  Ho¬ 
mosexuality  is  now  a  topic  fit  for 
prime  time,  and  no  longer  a  taboo 
or  a  perversion  the  mere  mention 
from  which  children  need  to  be 
protected.  However,  now  that  a 
few  of  these  movies  have  been 
made,  it  is  clear  that  TV  portrayals 
of  homosexuals  define  a  rigid 
stereotype:  the  gay  person  as  a 
rich,  handsome,  professional  yup¬ 
pie.  This  stereotype,  although 
preferable  to  that  of  child  molester 
or  suicide,  obviously  fails  to  do 
justice  to  vast  segments  of  the  gay 
community. 

If  one  examines  the  made-for- 
TV  movies  about  gay  people  some 


common  and  unsettling  themes 
emerge.  All  the  movies  are  essen¬ 
tially  family  dramas,  focusing  on 
the  homosexuals’  relationship  to 
family  life.  Relationships  between 
homosexuals  are  never  the  focus 
of  these  films.  In  fact,  the  gay 
community  is  almost  entirely  in¬ 
visible:  lesbians  and  gay  men  exist 
in  a  vacuum  inhabited  by  them¬ 
selves,  perhaps  a  lover,  and  their 
families.  And  if  one  examines  the 
films  in  chronological  order  the 
pernicious  impact  of  AIDS  and  the 
right-wing  backlash  can  be  seen. 
The  shadowy  gay  community  goes 
from  being  a  marginal,  distasteful 
arena  to  the  source  of  deadly 
plague.  The  message,  never  clearly 
stated,  is  that  gay  people  must 
choose  between  reconciliation 
with  their  families,  or  loneliness 
and  death.  There  is  nothing  new  or 
progressive  about  this  message. 

The  first  made-for-TV  gay  film 
was  Consenting  Adult,  based  on 
Laura  Hobson’s  novel  of  the  same 
title.  Here  the  TV  conventions  for 
modern  homosexuality  were  clear¬ 
ly  elaborated.  The  focus  of  the 
novel  is  the  hero’s  relationship 
with  his  family.  His  father  never 
overcomes  his  prejudice,  but  his 
mother  does  and  this  constitutes 
the  happy  ending.  The  gay  com¬ 


munity  is  represented  by  a  single 
pick-up  outside  a  sleazy  diner.  The 
hero  does  acquire  a  lover  —  a  med¬ 
ical  student  like  himself  —  but 
where  they  met,  how  their  friends 
and  classmates  react,  and  what 
their  relationship  is  like  is  never  ex¬ 
amined.  All  we  know  is  that  they 
are  professionals,  probably  mono¬ 
gamous,  and  live  in  a  splendid 
apartment.  Consenting  Adult  was 
the  best  of  the  TV  gay  movies; 
AIDS  came  on  the  screen  soon 
after  its  release  and  never  again 
would  the  TV  public  see  such  a 
positive,  or  at  least  non-negative, 
portrayal  of  gay  people. 

The  second  made-for-TV  movie 
was  An  Early  Frost.  It  is  signifi¬ 
cant  that  AIDS  was  the  focus  of 
the  second-ever  TV  movie,  and 
that  despite  its  ostensible  lib¬ 
eralism,  the  film  is  considerably 
more  prejudicial  than  Consenting 
Adult.  This  time  the  hero  is  a 
lawyer,  and  even  though  he  is  just 
out  of  school  he  already  lives  in  a 
beautiful  loft  apartment  on 
Chicago’s  Lake  Shore  Drive.  He 
has  a  monogamous  lover,  but,  un¬ 
fortunately,  this  lover  tricked  out 
once,  and  this  lapse  will  cost  the 
hero  his  life.  The  gay  community  is 
no  longer  just  shady:  it  is  deadly. 
The  only  portrayals  of  the 


Your  Relationship  Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your  lover  is  cheating . . . 
when  sex  is  unsatisfying . .  .  when  you  no  longer 
talk  or  have  fun  together . . .  when  the  fights  keep 
getting  worse. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 
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Counseling  6 
Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON,  M A  02215 
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Elegant  Residences  of  24-  Carat  Brilliance 


Now’s  your  golden 
opportunity  to  experience 
the  South  End’s 
newest,  most 
luxurious  condo¬ 
minium  -  The 
Hotel  Union, 
limited  to  24 
exclusive  two- 
bedroom 
residences  from 


CIlE 

Sfotel 

Union 


$159,000.  FVom  the 
copper,  slate,  and  brick 
exteriors  to  the 
marble,  brass,  and 
antique  interiors, 
it  outshines  the 
rest. 

Open  House 
Sunday,  October 
19, 1PM-4PM. 
Call  426-4006. 


<^>  301/303  Shawm ut  Avenue,  66  Waltham  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts 

- . — . —  A&S  Development  Company  


gfip 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


gay  community  are  the  friends 
who  promptly  abandon  the  couple 
upon  hearing  that  the  hero  has 
AIDS,  and  the  stereotypic  queens 
dying  in  the  hospital.  The  straight 
doctor  and  the  hero’s  grand¬ 
mother  are  the  ones  to  challenge 
AIDS  hysteria,  and  the  con¬ 
siderable  work  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  on  AIDS,  from  research  to 
education  and  support  for  PWAs, 
is  completely  invisible.  In  a 
slanderous  reversal  of  reality,  it  is 
the  gay  people  who  are  hysterical 
and  the  straights  who  are  suppor¬ 
tive. 

Once  again,  the  real  focus  of  the 
film  is  the  hero’s  relationship  with 
his  family.  In  this  context,  AIDS  is 
a  blessing  in  disguise  for  it  brings 


the  hero  out  to  his  family  and  ult¬ 
imately  brings  about  a  reconcil¬ 
iation.  Not  only  is  his  relationship 
with  his  lover  scarcely  examined, 
but  it  is  his  mother  who  patches  up 
their  relationship  after  the  hero 
kicks  his  lover  out.  His  father 
rescues  him  from  a  suicide  at¬ 
tempt.  The  mainstream  has  always 
portrayed  suicide  as  a  common 
reaction  to  homosexuality,  but  in 
reality  families  are  more  likely  to 
drive  their  gay  sons  to  suicide  than 
to  rescue  them  from  it. 

The  next  TV  gay  film  was 
Welcome  Home  Bobby,  and  this 
film’s  liberal  front  is  thin  indeed. 
It  is  never  clearly  stated  that  Bob- 

Continued  on  next  page 


Aidan  Quinn  (foreground)  as  the  gay  man  with  AIDS  in  An  Early  Frost. 
Pictured  with  him  are  Gena  Rowlands  and  Ben  Gazzara  as  his  parents. 
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DAVID 

L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St. 

Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 

255-2600 

Call 

Toll  Free  1-800-352-318S 

WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 

Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

Gerry  Azzata 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 15 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 
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Gay  Images  in  TV  Movies:  an  Overview 


Continued  from  previous  page 

by  is  gay  at  all,  only  that  he  had  a 
relationship  with  a  gay  man.  This 
man  is  an  architect  who,  of  course, 
lives  in  a  luxurious  loft  apartment. 
He  routinely  seduces  young  men 
by  the  insidious,  sneaky  tactic  of 
treating  them  like  equals.  It  is 
stated,  twice,  that  treating  an  ad¬ 
olescent  like  an  adult  is  the  precur¬ 
sor  of  abuse.  The  gay  community 
consists  of  sleazy  leather  men  and 
child-abusing  yuppies:  at  one 
point  it  is  implied  that  Bobby  is 
likely  to  be  arrested  for  merely  be¬ 
ing  seen  in  the  gay  neighborhood. 
The  sole  exception  to  this  —  also 
one  of  the  few  effective  moments 
of  the  film  —  is  when  Bobby’s 
math  teacher  comes  out  to  him. 
The  teacher  has  a  monogamous 
lover  with  whom  he  goes  bowling 
and  eats  Chinese  on  Thursdays. 
He  tells  Bobby  that  it  is  possible  to 
be  happy  if  you’re  gay,  but  it  is 
clear  that  this  requires  you  to  stay 
in  the  closet  and  live  a 
heterosexual-type  lifestyle. 

All  of  Bobby’s  support  comes 
from  heterosexuals,  the  biker  who 
defends  him  from  the  school  bul¬ 
lies,  his  girlfriend  and,  the  ultimate 
travesty,  the  Catholic  priest- 
psychiatrist!  In  reality  the 
psychiatric  profession,  the 
Catholic  church,  and  the  family 
are  the  last  institutions  likely  to 
assist  a  teenager  to  come  out. 
Here,  it  is  just  these  forces  that  de¬ 
fend  him  from  the  exploitive  gay 
community.  In  any  event  the  core 
of  the  film  and  source  of  its 
somewhat  happy  ending  is 
Bobby’s  reconciliation  with  his 
family,  rather  than  coming  out 
which  does  not,  in  fact,  occur. 

My  Two  Loves  is  the  latest 
made-for-TV  gay  movie,  and  the 
first  one  to  deal  with  until-now- 


in visible  lesbians.  Written  by  Rita 
Mae  Brown,  it  is  le;s  a  family 
drama  than  the  others  although  it 
does  follow  most  of  the  conven¬ 
tions  established  in  the  gey  male 
TV  films.  As  in  Welcome  Home 
Bobby,  it  deliberately  fudge.'  on 
the  sexual  identity  of  the  heroine,  a 
widow  trying  to  choose  between 
her  late  husband’s  possessive,  sex¬ 
ist  partner  and  her  closet  lesbian 
boss.  As  in  all  the  gay  TV  films, 
the  homosexual  is  a  yuppie  (a  high- 
power  executive  in  this  case),  and 
an  apolitical  closet  case  who  is 
“not  about  to  come  out”  as  she  is 
“beyond  anger”  and  prefers  to 
“slide  by  and  enjoy  life.” 

Although  the  film  does  focus  on 
the  heroine’s  search  for  identity, 
this  search  is  based  more  on  her 
relationships  with  her  mother  and 
daughter  than  it  is  on  her  lesbian 
relationship.  The  film  completely 
ignores  the  lesbian  community, 
aside  from  frequent  assurances 
that  not  all  lesbians  “ride  Harley 
Davidsons.”  The  film’s  lesbian 
uses  her  position  of  authority  to 
take  advantage  of  the  widow’s 
loneliness,  and  ultimately  is 
equated  with  the  sexist  pig:  both 
are  trying  to  cash  in  on  the 
heroine’s  singleness,  which  is  por¬ 
trayed  as  a  necessarily  unstable 
and  temporary  state  of  being. 

In  none  of  these  TV  movies  is  a 
gay  relationship  seriously  por¬ 
trayed  or  examined.  In  all  of  them 
gay  men  and  lesbians  are  rich, 
powerful  yuppies  and,  in  the  later 
films,  they  use  this  power  to 
seduce  questioning  heterosexuals. 
In  this  regard  the  modern  ster¬ 
eotype  of  homosexuals  is  similar  to 
that  which  Jews  were  given  in  the 
last  century.  Although  most  Jews 
were  poor  laborers,  all  were  por- 


The  lovers  in  Consenting  Adult. 

trayed  as  rich  capitalists  exploiting 
Gentiles.  This  stereotype  has  two 
major  implications.  A  gay  lifestyle 
is  portrayed  as  the  prerogative  of 
the  elite,  and  since  the  elite  has 
always  been  allowed  to  do 
whatever  it  pleases,  allowing  them 
to  be  gay  has  no  implications  for 
“average”  people.  In  addition, 
this  stereotype,  like  that  of  the 
Jews,  sets  up  gays  as  “decadent” 
oppressors  of  the  poor,  and  scape¬ 
goats  for  the  ruling  classes. 

The  focus  on  gays  as  part  of 
their  biological  families,  and  the 
consistent  implication  that  hap¬ 
piness  is  contingent  on  hetero¬ 
sexual-type  lifestyles  also  serves  to 
reinforce  mainstream  values.  The 
reality  of  the  gay  community,  the 


alternate  families  and  social  in¬ 
stitutions  we  have  created,  is  com¬ 
pletely  ignored.  Instead  we  are 

Continued  on  page  10 
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DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


GROUP  FOR  PARENTS 
OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS 

Led  by  Jean  Chapin  Smith, 
LICSW 

Straight  parent  of  gay  children 

For  support  and  sharing 
of  information  and  resources 

•  Ten  week  group  now 
forming 

•  Evening,  1  -Zi  hours 

•  Private  setting  in 
Cambridge 

•  Insurance,  sliding  fee 
For  further  information,  call 

876-2113 


Hlone? 


Are  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prooided  thousands  of  gay 
men  uiith  a  safe,  effective 
uiay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  - 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 


800-633-6969 
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P  O.  Box  1 18G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem.  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 


Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’re  celebrating  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  with  all  the  trimmings.  Our  cross-country 
ski  trails  and  hot  tub  are  ready  for  your  winter  vacation. 
Great  downhill  skiing  nearby.  Come  experience  a  winter 
wonderland. 


•WATERSHIP 
INN 


Great 

Accommodations 
Off  Season  Specials 

7  Winthrop  St. 
PO.  Box  918 
Provincetown, 
MA  02657 
(617)487-0094 


Greeulyope 

Farm 


RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
<802)  533-7772 

Fall  is  magical  in  Vermont . 

Our  secluded  acreage  otters 
magestic  views  and  serenity. 

Daily  trail  rides  through  dazzling 
color.  Newly  expanded  gracious 
accommodations. 

FALL  FOLIAGE  BEGINS  MID-SEPT. 


WOM  E  IN -ONLY  SPACF. 
OPEN  YEAR  'ROUND 


NEW  YORK 

COLONIAL  HOUSE 
INN 

Single:  S35.00 
Doubles:  $55.00 

Weekly  Rates  Upon  Request 
Continental  Breakfast 
Reservations  Suggested 
318  West  22nd  St.,  N.Y.C.  10011 
212-243-9669 


(Eanterburg 

'iQeb  Sc  breakfast 

Route  1A,  York  Harbor, 
Maine  03911 
(207)363-3505 
Canterbury  House  awaits 
your  arrival. 


A  Team  Effort  to  Fight  AIDS:  Researcl 


Education:  Lesbians  Can  Get  AIDS,  Too 


By  Marea  Murray 

Lesbians,  here’s  a  quick  quiz  on  AIDS.  In  the  last 
seven  years  have  you: 

•come  out?  Were  vou  sexually  active  with 
men  before  that? 

•used  intravenous  (i.v.)drugs? 

•tried  to  get  pregnant? 

•received  blood  products? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  the  above,  you  are  at 
risk  for  AIDS.  And  though  there  are  no  documented 
cases  of  lesbians  contracting  AIDS  via  sex  with  lesbians,  if 
you’ve  had  sex  with  a  woman  who  answered  yes  to  any 
of  the  above,  you  too  may  be  at  risk. 

The  misconception  persists  that  lesbians  don’t  get 
AIDS  and  don’t  need  to  be  concerned  about  it.  Lack  of 
acknowledgement  in  the  lesbian  community  of  i.v.  drug 
use  and  occasional  sex  with  men,  jokes  about  us  being 
the  chosen  people  with  regards  to  AIDS,  and  the  age-old 
heterosexism  implicit  in  medical  research  and  health 
education  —  all  have  played  significant  roles  in  the 
development  of  the  mythology  that  lesbians  are  immune 
to  the  disease.  Lesbians  do  get  AIDS. 

Lesbians  do  use  i.v.  drugs  and  do  (politically  incor¬ 
rect  as  it  may  be)  have  sex  with  gay /bisexual  men, 
“straight”  men,  i.v.  drug  users,  hemophiliacs  and  other 
persons  exposed  to  the  HIV  virus.  These  lesbians  are  at 
high  risk  for  AIDS.  And  while  research  about  transmis¬ 
sion  in  the  absence  of  semen  and  i.v.  drug  use  is  non- 
existant  lesbians  who  want  to  have  sex  with  lesbians  and 
bisexual  women  at  high  risk  must  consider  the  possibility 
of  woman-to-woman  sexual  transmission. 

Lesbian  sex  may  be  the  “safest”  in  that  it  doesn’t  in¬ 
volve  semen  but  it  often  includes  contact  with  vaginal 
secretions,  menstrual  blood,  feces,  and  other  body  fluids 
which  may  transmit  the  HIV  virus.  Likewise  our  sex  may 
include  actually  breaking  skin  —  i.e.  finger-fucking, 
fisting,  piercing  —  which  could  allow  for  the  introduction 
of  the  HIV  virus  into  the  bloodstream.  Safe  sex  for  les¬ 
bians  is  not  a  laughing  matter.  AWARE,  the  Association 
for  Women’s  AIDS  Research  based  in  San  Francisco,  has 
distributed  a  brochure  which  includes  safe  sex  guidelines 


for  lesbians  at  high  risk,  as  well  as  information  on  donor 
insemination  and  antibody  testing.  While  “Lesbians  and 
AIDS:  What’s  the  Connection?”  remains  the  only  lesbian- 
specific  publication  in  circulation,  Boston’s  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  will 
soon  join  other  cities  which  put  out  pamphlets  for 
women. 

In  addition  to  the  possibility  of  contracting  the 
disease,  lesbians  are  in  no  way  immune  to  the  social 
ramifications  of  the  AIDS  epidemic.  Many  lesbians  have 
been  personally  affected  by  AIDS-r^Tated  deaths  or  ill¬ 
nesses  among  friends  and  family.  AIDS  hysteria  in  the 
past  few  years  has  been  key  to  defeating  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinances  all  over  the  nation.  Insemination  choices  have 
been  limited  by  the  epidemic.  The  fight  for  a  woman’s 
right  to  choose  abortion  also  relates  to  AIDS,  since  preg¬ 
nant  women  with  positive  antibody  status  are  likely  to 
give  birth  to  antibody-positive  children. 

These  and  related  issues  are  to  be  addressed  in 
Boston  on  Saturday,  October  18,  at  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center-sponsored  “Women  and  AIDS” 
conference.  Workshops  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  bisex¬ 
ual  women  (and  men)  include:  Issues  of  Race  and  Class; 
Politics  and  Economics;  Reproductive  Rights,  AIDS  and 
Artificial  Insemination;  Safe  Sex  Strategies;  Lesbians  and 
AIDS;  Women  in  Prison  &  AIDS;  and  Substance  Abuse 
&  AIDS  among  others.  According  to  Martha  Moon,  a 
provider  at  FCHC  and  one  of  the  Conference  organizers, 
“the  goal  was  variety”  and,  rather  than  a  professional 
focus,  the  program  “appeals  to  people  from  all 
segments.”  Three  workshop  sessions,  opportunities  for 
open  group  discussion,  and  a  panel  discussion  are 
scheduled.  Additionally,  two  videos  will  be  shown: 
“Beyond  Fear,”  produced  by  the  American  Red  Cross, 
and  the  acclaimed  New  York  Board  of  Education- 
produced  “Sex,  Drugs  &  Fear.” 

Three  guest  speakers  will  address  the  conference. 
Monnie  Callan,  a  clinical  social  worker  in  the  AIDS  pro¬ 
ject  at  Montefiore  Medical  Center  in  the  Bronx  (subject  of 
a  Newsweek  cover  story)  and  a  participant  in  the  recent 


23%  Unknown  • 
53%  Intravenous  Drug  Users  • 
14%  Heterosexual  Contact  • 
10%  Recipient  of  Blood  Transfusions  • 
4%  Hemophiliac  • 
Women  with  AIDS 


•71%  Intravenous  Drug  Users 
20%  Bisexual  Men 
9%  Other  (Hemophiliacs, 

Blood  Transfusion  Recipients, 

Men  Outside  of  U.S.) 
Heterosexual  Partner  at  Risk 


Safe  Sex  Guidelines 
for  Lesbians  at  Risk 

The  following  guidelines  were  developed  by 
San  Francisco’s  AIDS  Foundation  and  the  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Women’s  AIDS  Research  and  Education 
(AWARE).  Published  in  concert  with  “Lesbians  & 
AIDS,”  authored  by  Nisa  Donnelly,  in  the  Winter 
1986  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  lesbian  sex 
magazine  On  Our  Backs,  the  chart  has  not  been 
widely  distributed  among  women.  Note  the  guide¬ 
lines  were  designed  for  women  with  HIV  antibodies, 
women  who  don’t  know  their  sexual  partners  well  or 
who  believe  they  or  their  partners  have  been  expos¬ 
ed  to  AIDS. 

Counseling  around  safe  sex  and  HIV  testing  is 
available  in  Boston  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  and 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  (GLCS), 
A  weekly  drop-in  group  for  lesbians  who  are  IV  drug 
users,  past  or  present,  or  who  are  sexual  partners  of 
i.v.  drug  users,  and  who  are  concerned  about 
AIDS,  is  sponsored  by  GLCS. 

Safe  Sex  Practices  for  Lesbians  at  Risk: 
massage,  hugging 
social  (dry)  kissing 
body-to-body  rubbing 
voyeurism,  exhibitionism,  fantasy 
touching  your  own  genitals  (masturbation) 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys  (using  your  own 
and  cleansing  them  after  each  use) 

S/M  or  other  activities  that  do  not  involve 
exchange  of  body  fluids. 

Possibly  Safe  Sex  Practices  for 
Lesbians  at  Risk 

oral-genital  contact  (cunnilingus)  using  a  thin 
piece  of  latex  (available  at  dental 


supply  stores)  between  the  vulva  and 
tongue 

hand/finger-to-genital  contact,  vaginal  or 
anal  penetration  with  finger (s)  using  a 
disposable  latex  glove  or  finger  cots 
french  (wet)  kissing 
external  urine  contact 
anal-oral  contact  (rimming  with  a  latex  bar¬ 
rier) 

Unsafe  Sex  Practices  for  Lesbians  at  Risk: 
unprotected  cunnilingus  (especially  during 
menstruation) 

unprotected  hand/finger-to-vagina  or  anus 
contact,  especially  if  you  have  cuts  on 
hands 

sharing  needles  (i.v.  needles,  skin 
piercing  needles) 

blood  contact  of  any  kind,  including 
menstrual  blood  and  sharing  i.v. 
needles 

urine  or  feces  in  mouth  or  vagina 
unprotected  rimming 
fisting  (hand  in  rectum/vagina) 
sharing  sex  toys  that  have  contact  with  body 
fluids 

If  you  have  sex  with  men  in  high  risk  groups, 
learn  about,  and  always  use  condoms. 

If  you  use  i.v.  needles,  do  not  share  them  and 
be  sure  to  clean  them  with  alcohol  or  bleach 
after  each  use  and  thoroughly  rinse  between 
each  use. 

If  you  have  a  new  sexual  partner,  learn  about 
her  sexual  and  drug  history  and  share  your 
own. 


International  AIDS  Conference  in  Paris,  will  speak  on 
“Working  with  AIDS.”  Dr.  Joan  Goldberg,  AIDS  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan,  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  “Medical  Overview  of  Women  &  AIDS.”  Suzann 
Gage,  Executive  Director  of  the  Women’s  AIDS  Project 
of  West  Hollywood,  CA,  co-author  and  illustrator  of  New 
View  of  A  Woman’s  Body  and  When  Birth  Control  Fails, 
as  well  as  Director  of  Holistic  Health  for  Women  and  a 
contributor  to  On  Our  Backs,  will  provide  a  “Social  and 
Political  Overview  of  Women  &  AIDS.”  Clay  Stephens, 
Physician’s  Assistant,  Director  of  the  Artificial  Insemina¬ 
tion  program  at  the  Conference,  notes  that  Gage  is  “one 
of  the  few  women  who  is  acquainted  with  alternative  and 
typical  biomedical  therapies,  and  doing  AIDS  work  with 
women.  We’re  very  excited  to  have  her.” 

Gage  and  rolfer  Lisa  Tackley  will  lead  the  workshop 
on  Lesbians  and  AIDS  which  is  to  run  the  gamut  from  the 
extent  to  which  lesbians  are  at  risk  for  AIDS  to  addressing 
the  actuality  that  many  lesbians  do  AIDS  work  and  what 
that  means  for  the  community.  Given  the  simultaneous 
timing  of  the  Conference  and  the  reproductive  rights 
march  and  rally  in  Boston,  Stephens’  Reproductive 
Rights  and  AI  workshop  should  draw  considerable  in¬ 
terest.  Veneita  Porter,  Executive  Director  of  Rhode 
Island  Project  AIDS,  and  a  presenter  in  the  workshops  on 
Safe  Sex  and  on  Race  and  Class  believes  the  conference 
exemplifies  “both  the  enlightening  and  frustrating 
grassroots  work”  being  done.  AIDS  work  “continues  to 
be  a  new  frontier  for  a  lot  of  women”  says  Porter,  just  as 
safe  sex  strategizing  offers  “the  opportunity  to  continue 
dialogue  exploring  sexuality.” 

Thus  far  reception  to  the  Conference  has  been  “very 
good”  according  to  Martha  Moon:  450  participants  are 
expected.  The  cost  is  $25  per  person,  though  organizers 
stress  no  one  will  be  turned  away  for  inability  to  pay. 
Childcare  and  special  needs  will  be  provided  for,  and 
scholarships  or  work  in  exchange  for  entry  fee  are 
available  by  contacting  Jennifer  Walters,  co-organizer  of 
the  Conference,  at  (617)  267-7573. 


Activism:  P 
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By  E.  G.  Martin 

Seth  Newman,  one  of  the  founders  of  Boston  People 
With  AIDS,  speaks  of  the  early  August  conference  of  the 
National  Association  of  People  with  AIDS  (NAPA)  as  in¬ 
spirational.  Twenty-six  people  with  Acquired  Immune 
Deficiency  Syndrome  or  AIDS-Related  Complex  met  in 
San  Francisco  to  solidify  this  organization  devoted  to  the 
“empowerment”  of  people  with  AIDS.  Most  came  away 
with  hope. 

“Empowerment  is  the  right  that  a  PWA  or  PWARC 
has  to  share  in  the  decision  making  process  with  their  care 
providers.  Basically,  we  want  to  be  involved  with  the  deci¬ 
sion  making  that  affects  our  lives,”  Newman  said.  The 
participants  were  from  the  East  and  West  Coasts  as  well  as 
Texas.  One  participant,  a  woman  from  the  Midwest,  was 
particularly  inspiring,  Newman  said. 

This  woman,  a  hemophiliac,  learned  that  she  had 
AIDS  and  almost  simultaneously  that  she  was  pregnant. 
When  she  left  for  the  conference,  she  said  she  had  little 
hope.  “She  said,  ‘Being  with  you  people  gives  me  the 
strength  to  go  on,’  ”  Newman  related.  “That’s  pretty 
much  how  we  all  felt.” 

The  local  branch  of  NAPA  will  be  the  recipient  of 
$30,000  raised  by  the  local  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
Newman  said.  Once  NAPA  is  granted  tax-exempt  status, 
those  funds  and  others  can  be  forwarded  to  Boston-PWA. 

“I  have  great  hopes  that  people  with  AIDS  in  Boston 
won’t  have  to  feel  alienated.  They  won’t  have  to  feel 
alone,”  Newman  said.  “They’ll  be  able  to  share  their  ex¬ 
periences. 

“Two  years  ago,  AIDS  was  something  that  you  knew 
someone  who  knew  someone  who  had  it.  But  now,  it’s 
come  into  everybody’s  life.  It’s  come  very  close,” 
Newman  said.  He  said  that  reaction  from  the  local  gay 
community  has  been  more  accepting.  “I  can  only  hope 
that  this  will  get  better.” 

“The  important  thing  is  that  we  are  not  victims.  It’s 
also  important  not  to  be  victims  of  our  care  providers.  We 
have  to  let  them  know  what  our  needs  are.  When  people 
are  as  receptive  as  they  are  in  Boston,  then  I  think 
we.  .  .consequently  get  a  much  better  level  of  care,” 
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Mission  Statement 
The  National  Association 
of  People  with  AIDS 

August  11,  1986 

We  are  people  with  AIDS  and  People  with 
MDS-Related  Complex  (ARC)  who  can  speak  for 
jurselves  to  advocate  for  our  own  causes  and  coh- 
:erns.  We  are  your  sons  and  daughters,  your 
mothers  and  sisters,  your  family,  friends  and  lovers. 
\s  people  now  living  with  AIDS  and  ARC,  we  have 
i  unique  and  essential  contribution  to  make  to  the 
fialogue  surrounding  AIDS  and  we  will  actively 
jarticipate  with  full  and  equal  credibility  to  help 
shape  the  perception  and  reality  surrounding  this 
disease. 

We  do  not  see  ourselves  as  victims.  We  will 
lot  be  victimized.  We  have  the  right  to  be  treated 
vith  respect,  dignity,  compassion  and  understan¬ 
ding.  We  have  the  right  to  lead  fulfilling,  productive 
ives  —  to  live  and  die  with  dignity  and  compassion. 

NAPWA  will  network  with  other  PWAs  and 
PWArcs  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed,  national 
origin,  gender,  age,  disability  and  sexual  or  affec- 
ional  orientation.  We  are  born  of  and  inextricably 
lound  to  the  historical  struggle  for  rights  —  civil, 
feminist,  lesbian  and  gay,  physically  challenged  and 
numan.  We  will  not  be  denied  our  rights! 


Statement  of  Purpose 
National  Association 
of  People  with  AIDS 

August  11,  1986 

Our  purpose  is  to  promote  self-empowerment 
of  People  with  AIDS  and  ARC  by: 

•  Enhancing  understanding  through  educa¬ 
tion  and  support 

•  Becoming  equal  partners  with  our  health 
care  providers  and  service  organizations 

•  Helping  develop  and  implement  the 
necessary  services  and  programs  that  will 
enhance  the  quality  of  our  daily  lives;  and 

•  Continuing  to  have  control  over  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  our  lives. 


(1-r)  Patrick  Riggs,  AIDS  research  project  interviewer  with  Clay  Stephens,  clinician  on  the  project 


Research:  A  Part  to  Play 
in  Fighting  the  Epidemic 


By  Don  Hill 

In  a  small  office  in  the  basement  of  an  apartment 
building  in  Boston’s  Fenway  neighborhood,  two  resear¬ 
chers  and  gay/lesbian  community  activists  work  in  what  is 
generally  the  hidden  portion  of  the  fight  against  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  While  the  developers  of  new  drugs  —  most 
recently  the  promising  drug  azidothymidine  or  AZT  — 
and  committees  organized  to  educate  the  public  on  AIDS 
take  the  spotlight,  other  equally  dedicated  professionals 
conduct  the  basic  research  which  has  thus  far  provided 
guidelines  for  improved  safety  in  sexual  relations  and  will 
hopefully  be  instrumental  in  the  development  of  a  cure  for 
the  deadly  disease. 

The  Boston  research  project,  funded  by  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta,  based  at  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  and  conducted  with  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  The  New  England  Deaconess  Hospital  and  the 
Boston  Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals,  is  a  closed 
(i.e.  with  no  hypothesis),  “prospective  study  of  the  in¬ 
teraction  of  sexual  practices,  medical  status  and 
laboratory  data  of  gay  and  bisexual  men,”  according  to  P. 
Clay  Stephens,  P.A.,  the  clinician  on  the  project. 
Originally  planned  as  part  of  a  study  which  would  have  in¬ 
cluded  four  or  five  states  around  the  country,  the  Boston 
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Newman  said.  Living  with  AIDS  is  difficult,  but  those  with 
the  disease  have  to  be  more  assertive  about  their  care, 
Newman  stressed.  That  often  means  becoming  an  in¬ 
formed  patient.  AIDS  patients,  on  the  average,  can  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  hospitalized  up  to  10  times,  with  as  many  trips 
to  the  emergency  room.  “We’re  dealing  with  someone 
who’s  been  around  the  block.  1  know  what  tests  are  going 
to  be  done  when  I’m  admitted,”  he  said. 

The  ordeal  can  be  demeaning  psychologically  and 
spiritually,  but  Newman  said  he  often  thinks  back  to  a 
friend  lost  to  the  disease  who  fought  until  the  end.  From 
his  bed,  he  was  bossing  people  and  maintaining  his  grip 
on  life. 

“He  was  more  involved  and  more  in  control,  as  sick 
as  he  was,  than  a  lot  of  healthy  people,”  Newman  said  of 
his  friend. 

The  strong  personal  and  financial  support  Newman 
!  has  seen  from  the  Boston  community  has  impressed  him. 

“It  makes  me  glad  I’m  in  Boston.  It  makes  me  believe 
that  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  is  a  lot  more  pro-active 
|  than  its  New  York,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  count¬ 
erparts,  if  you  could  believe  such  a  thing,”  Newman  said. 

“In  many  cases,  we  are  seeing  more  and  more  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  demanding  an  equal  voice  in  their  health 
care.  Many  are  demanding  the  right  to  refuse  treatment,” 
Newman  said.  With  the  advent  of  new  drugs,  tests  and  a 
j  variety  of  treatments,  AIDS  patients  need  their  inde- 
i  pendence.  “You’re  doing  something  about  your  situation. 
You’re  taking  control.  People  feel  so  paralyzed.  They  feel 
like  ‘Oh,  my  God,  the  doctors  aren’t  doing  anything  for 
me.  I  can’t  do  anything  for  myself.  What  is  there  left?’ 

“What’s  left  is  a  strong  political  base  of  people  who 
vigorously  support  the  concept  of  empowerment,”  he 
said.  Newman  said  he  is  not  a  typical  person  with  AIDS. 
He  stays  active  and  has  the  energy  to  move  ahead  with 
Boston-PWA.  Among  the  group’s  and  Newman’s  future 
activities  will  be  an  informational  conference  at 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  speeches  to  a  variety  of 
groups  about  the  disease  and  a  fervent  advocacy  for  AIDS 
patients. 


Amy  Sloan  has  founded  a  newsletter  for  PWAs  in  the 
midwest. 


project  is  the  only  one  which  is  presently  operational. 
Heading  the  project  are  Martha  Moon,  RNC,  Clinical 
Research  Coordinator;  Kenneth  Mayer,  MD,  Research 
Director  at  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center;  and 
George  Seage,  the  Project  Coordinator  and  a  staff 
member  of  the  Boston  Health  and  Hospitals  Department. 

While  much  has  been  done  to  identify  those  practices 
that  seem  to  be  the  culprits  in  spreading  AIDS,  Stephens 
and  Patrick  Riggs,  the  project  interviewer,  stress  that 
much  additional  research  needs  to  be  performed  to  not 
only  definitely  identify  those  sexual  practices  that  are  risky 
and  those  that  are  protective,  but  also  to  follow  the  natural 
course  of  the  disease  in  the  hopes  of  eventually  finding  a 
cure.  For  example,  questions,  such  as  why  one  partner  in 
a  relationship  develops  AIDS  while  the  other,  though  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  virus,  does  not,  continue  to  puzzle  and 
hamper  scientists  working  towards  a  treatment  or  preven¬ 
tion.  The  project,  through  the  use  of  extensive  behavioral 
questionnaires  and  a  battery  of  laboratory  tests  (including 
the  controversial  HIV  test  among  others) ,  is  designed  to 
provide  answers  to  this  and  other  crucial  questions. 

The  project,  currently  involving  approximately  200 
subjects,  is  a  five-year  study  funded  to  eventually  involve 
400  individuals.  It  is  unique,  first  of  all,  in  being  the  only 
research  project  specifically  targeted  to  men  and  their 
male  sexual  partners  —  participants  in  the  study  are 
asked  to  enroll  as  many  as  four  sexual  partners.  Of  equal 
importance,  unlike  research  programs  conducted  at 
universities  or  other  “mainstream”  medical  research 
facilities,  it  is  conducted  by  two  individuals  who  have  a 
proven  commitment  to  the  health  and  social  needs  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  While  this  might  not  seem  of 
major  significance  given  the  medical  sciences’  often  stated 
dedication  to  professionalism  and  confidentiality  in  the 
pursuit  of  research,  the  two  staff  members  on  the  project 
strongly  stress  that  it  is  to  the  community’s  advantage  to 
have  research  personnel  who  are  a  part  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community. 

Given  the  heightened  discrimination  faced  by  gay 
men  and  women  since  the  AIDS  crisis  became  part  of  the 
public  agenda,  and  a  government  which  in  all  of  its  bran¬ 
ches  is  hostile  to  gay  community  interests,  there  is 
justifiable  concern  among  many  potential  participants  in 
the  study  that  the  information  they  provide  will  be  used  by 
the  CDC,  a  federal  agency,  in  ways  not  connected  with 
the  fight  against  AIDS.  Riggs,  a  longtime  hospice  worker 
and  former  chairpersons  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
Support  Services  group,  and  Stephens,  Coordinator  of 
the  Alternative  Insemination  Project  for  Lesbians  and 
Single  Women  and  also  active  with  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  are  understanding  of  such  concerns.  They 
point  out  that  research  data  is  protected  by  both  federal 
and  state  statutes,  and  that  the  information  sent  to  the 
CDC  is  sent  only  by  codes  which  can  not  be  connected 
with  the  names  of  the  participants.  Conceding  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  illegal  seizure,  both  Stephens  and  Riggs  em¬ 
phasize  their  personal  commitment  to  confidentiality 
whatever  the  cost. 

(This  dedication  to  confidentiality,  even  among  the 
subjects  of  the  study,  was  illustrated  to  this  writer  —  who  is 
a  participant  in  the  study  —  during  a  recent  session. 


(1-r)  Brian  Smith  making  friends  with  Wolf  Agress. 


Because  of  scheduling  conflicts,  another  study  participant 
was  present  with  me  in  this  office.  To  insure  that  we  could 
not  see  while  changing  rooms  or  hear  each  other  during 
the  course  of  questioning,  we  were  shuttled  behind  parti¬ 
tions,  into  and  out  of  various  rooms  and  in  other  creative 
ways  hidden  from  one  another.  Renovations  to  the  offices 
where  the  study  is  conducted  should  simplify  such 
elaborate  precautions.) 

Participation  in  a  study  such  as  this  has  benefits  aside 
from  the  obvious  one,  i.e.,  a  free  medical  check  up  and 
consultation.  It  heightens  not  only  our  awareness  of  the 
individual  responsibility  we  each  have  for  our  health  and 
well  being,  but  also  of  the  collective  responsibility  our 
community  has  for  fighting  this  crisis.  A  couple  of  hours 
every  six  months  is  a  small  price  to  pay. 
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Gay  Images  in  TV  Movies:  an  Overview 


Continued  from  page  7 
given  a  lavender-tinted  Leave-It- 
To-Beaver  TV  reality.  This  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  drivel  that  is  rou¬ 
tinely  dished  up  to  TV  audiences. 


What  is  threatening  is  the  shift 
from  the  pre-AIDS  portrayal  of 
the  gay  community  as  merely  in¬ 
visible  or  distasteful  to  the  post- 


AIDS  vision  of  it  as  deadly  and  ex¬ 
ploitive. 

Despite  the  conservative  nature 
of  these  movies,  they  are  still  too 


at  the  Somerville  Theatre 

55  Davis  Square  (adjacent  to  the  brand  new  MBTA  Red  Line  station) 
Each  Show,  Each  Night  •  $14.50  general  admission  •  $16.50  reserved 

$1.50  more  at  the  door  (pending  availability) 


VISA 


A  \ 


T ickit  Outlets-  Somerville  Theatre  in  Somerville  •  WikhJ  &l  Strings  in  Arlington  •  Royal  Bookstore  in  Arlington 
1  Royal  Bookstore  in  Rr«H>klme  •  Food  l»»r  Thought  in  Jamaica  Plain  •  Cambridge  Natural  Foods  in  Cambridge  •  Sandy's  Music 
in  Cambridge  •  Mary  Curtis  Shop  in  Concord  •  Minor  Chord  in  Acton  •  ALL  Ticketron  outlets  in  New  England 
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Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 
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radical  for  most  of  the  nation. 
When  major  networks  broadcast 
them,  their  affiliates  outside  of 
major  urban  markets  routinely  fail 
to  show  them,  instead  showing  re¬ 
runs  of  old  sitcoms.  And  what  do 
the  people  who  do  see  them  think? 
Will  closeted  gay  teenagers  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  come  out  after  seeing 
Welcome  Home  Bobby ?  If  they 
are,  will  they  seek  out  Catholic 
priests  and  psychiatrists  to  assist 
them?  Will  Black  lesbians  identify 
with  the  white  male  doctors,  law¬ 
yers  and  architects  they  are  told 
are  typical  of  the  gay  community? 
Or  even  the  ambitious,  closety,  les¬ 
bian  executive  of  My  Two  Loves ? 
And  how  will  heterosexuals  feel 
about  the  wealthy,  powerful,  in¬ 
dolent  gay  men  and  lesbians  they 
see  seducing  waivering  teenagers 
and  widows? 

The  trend  does  not  look  promis¬ 
ing.  It  would  undoubtedly  be 


naive  to  expect  TV  executives  to 
produce  unstintingly  gay-positive 
images,  but  the  stereotypes  they  do 
offer  have  become  threatening.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  what  will  come 
next,  but  is  safe  to  assume  that  it 
won’t  be  better  than  we’ve  seen  up 
until  now. 


Credit  Due 

Our  apologies  to  everyone 
who  wondered  who  took  the 
photos  of  George  Fulginiti- 
Shakar  and  Tom  Wilson 
Weinberg  in  our  last  issue.  Ellen 
Shub  caught  those  moments  for 
us,  as  she  has  at  so  many  other 
important  occasions  in  our 
community.  Contact  Ellen 
through  GCN  if  you’d  like  to 
purchase  reprints  of  her  work. 
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Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

-  We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


„ 


Boston 


behavior  45  Newbury st 

Q5SOCiat<Z5  262  9166 


Danvers 


5  Elm  St. 
774-0142 


nr.  Arlington  T 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  |  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 
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Students  Kick  Off 
New  Semester 


By  Loie  Hayes 

Representatives  of  lesbian  and 
gay  organizations  from  eight 
Boston  colleges  met  at  Boston 
University  on  October  27  for  the 
first  in  a  series  of  conferences 
sponsored  by  Boston  Inter¬ 
collegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  (BILGA).  Matt  Hayes,  a 
BILGA  activist,  told  GCN  that  55 
students  attended  the  afternoon- 
long  event,  with  approximately 
275  at  the  dance  that  evening. 

Ann  Maguire,  Boston’s 
Mayoral  Liaison  to  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community;  Kevin 
McFadden,  recently  defeated  can¬ 
didate  for  the  state  legislature; 
and  editors  from  Bay  Windows 
and  Gay  Community  News  ad¬ 
dressed  the  conference.  The  pro¬ 
gram  also  featured  a  safe  sex 
workshop  for  men  and  an  em¬ 
powerment  workshop  for  women. 

“A  lot  of  the  [lesbian/gay  stu¬ 
dent]  groups  are  becoming  more 
political,”  Hayes  told  GCN  after 
the  conference.  He  noted  that  gay 
and  lesbian  groups  are  being  in¬ 
vited  by  other  activist  campus 
groups  to  co-sponsor  events,  in¬ 
vitations  which  Hayes  said  the 


Psychotherapy  & 
Hypnosis 


•  Stress  •  Anxiety 

•  Depression  •  Shyness 

•  Morild  (onflirl  •  (onfidenw 

Marlin  Grossack. 
PHD 

INSTITUTE  for 
Rational  Living. 
Brookline 
Blue  Shield  Accepted 


Call 


734-06^ 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

NFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Xccommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book 
dotes.  businesses,  counselors  Dentists,  doctors . 
hotels,  lawyers,  mpi  order  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents 
etc  etc  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo' ) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  Par  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50;  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina  Florida  Georgia  Kansas  Ken¬ 
tucky  Louisiana.  Mississippi  Missouri.  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico  Tennessee 
Texas  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3  50  Connecticut 
Delaware  District  ol  Columbia.  Maine  Maryland 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire  Ohio  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Rhode  Island  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  man 

S20  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  Z12-929-7720  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization  or  lor  further 
information  send  stamped  self  addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  In 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada  order  from  Glat 
Day  Books  648A  Yonge  St  Toronto  Ontario  MAY 
2A6  415-961-4161  (check  tor  press) 

Ask  us  about  Gayoilow  Pages  on  making  labels! 


♦ 


gay /lesbian  groups  are  “seriously 
considering.”  In  particular  Hayes 
referred  to  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
“taking  up  the  anti-apartheid 
crusade.” 

Commenting  on  the  lack  of 
specific  lesbian  and  gay  activism 
at  smaller,  poorer  and  commuter 
schools  like  Roxbury  Community 
College  and  U.  Mass.  Boston, 
Hayes  speculated  that  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  activists  at  those  institutions 
are  preoccupied  with  other  issues, 
like  anti-apartheid  organizing. 
With  regard  to  racial  diversity  in 
BILGA  member  groups,  Hayes 
praised  Tufts  and  Brandeis 
students  for  making  “people  of 
color  feel  comfortable,”  but 
noted  that  many  other  groups  re¬ 
mained  disproportionately  white. 

Lack  of  lesbian  participation 
has  also  caused  concern  among 
the  campus  groups.  BILGA  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  address  this  problem 
through  the  initiation  of  a 
“women’s  networking  group.” 
Rather  than  holding  fast  to  gender 
integration,  Hayes  pointed 
positively  to  Emerson  College 


where  gay  male  and  lesbian 
students  have  created  separate 
organizations  which  cooperate  on 
some  events.  The  Emerson  groups 
will  host  the  second  Represen¬ 
tatives  Conference  on  Saturday, 
November  8.  The  one-year-old 
Berkeley  Union  of  Gays,  Lesbians 
and  Everyone  else  will  host  the 
December  conference.  Informa¬ 
tion  on  events  at  campuses  around 
the  Boston  area  can  be  obtained 
by  calling  the  BILGA  phone  line: 
437-7399. 


pOWHJgWS 

U^an9e  (Mt  538  ’C57 

$9.95  DINNER  SPECIAL  I 


•  Cup  of  Soup  or  Salad 

•  Entree  Plate 

•  Dessert 

•  Non-Alcoholic  Beverages 


TJBin  a  new  beginning  of 
woman-identified 
music  with 
LABRYS. 

TURN  AROUND 


Lady  slipper 

or 

^end  $8.98 

L ABRYS-7 

P.O.Box  174 
Tolland,  CT  06084 


_ The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund - 

and  Honorary  Dinner  Co-Chairpersons 
Congressman  Barney  Frank 
and 

Dale  McCormick 

President.  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 

cordially  invite  you  to  attend 

_  The  19B6  New  England  Dinner - 

Our  Filth  Anniversary  Celebration 


_  Saturday,  October  18,  1986  _ 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 

Please  Join  Us  as  We  Honor - 

Laurence  H.  Tribe  Eleanor  Smeal 

Tyler  Professor  of  Constitutional  Law  President 

Harvard  University  Law  School  The  National  Organization  for  Women 


and  the  following  members  ot  the  press  (or  their  continued 
honest  and  inspiring  depiction  of  gay  people  and  our  issues  in 
the  media  — 


Kay  Longcope 
Writer,  Living  Pages 
The  Boston  Globe 
Neil  Miller 
Staff  Writer 
The  Boston  Phoenix 
Sarah-Ann  Shaw 
News  Reporter 
WBZ-TV,  Channel  4 


Benjamin  Lipson 
Insurance  Writer 
The  Boston  Globe 
Chris  Guiltoy 
News  Reporter 
Bay  Windows 
Gay  Community  News 
Sunny  Joe  White 
Program  Director 
WXKS  Radio 


_ Entertainment  throughout  the  Evening  - 

Dancing  into  the  Night 

$150  per  person  Inquiries:  (617)524-0804 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


354*4804  ; 


CENTRAL  SCL 
DANCE  STUDIO; 

595  MASSACHUSETTS  AVE  * 
CAMBRIDGE.MA.  02139  • 

z •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner. 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ol  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am  6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


VIDA  K. 

BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice  Since  1975 

Familv  Law 

General  Practice 

‘Custody  Issues 

‘Employment  Rights 

‘Relationship 

‘Personal  Injury 

Agreements 

‘Landlord/Tenant 

‘Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 

_  ^  __  _ _ 

*  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 

. 


\  i  .c  ^r 

**&&#** 


— 


. . .  Xv’ : 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


,  Fenivay\^ 
Community 
Health 
K Center . 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex- 
erience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women  s 
ealth  care  Peggy  Roberts,  M  D  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M  D  ,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  H  AVI  LAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA  MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers 
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A 

BENEFIT 


ADMISSION 
$1 5.00 


The  Anniversary 

Celebration 

The  Party 

Saturday,  1 8  October  1 986 

9  p.m.  to  2  a.m. 

jGeorge  Sherman  Union,  First  Floor 

Boston  University 

• 

775  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston,  MA 


Dancing  with: 

CERTAIN  CIRCLE,  The  Band 

and 

MICHAEL  WALLIS, 

DJ  from  Uptown  965 


Tickets  Available  at 


The  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  Boston 
Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Boston 
New  Words  Bookstore,  Cambridge 

For  information  call  267-581 1 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well.  (C) 


PERSONALS _ 

Lovable,  sincere,  warm,  attractive  LF 
mid  40's.  I  have  a  wonderful,  full  life, 
looking  for  someone  to  share  It  with  in 
a  committed  relationship.  Sensuous, 
fun-loving,  established,  health  minded, 
energetic,  enjoy  being  out  of  doors, 
walking  the  beach,  dancing,  sailing, 
sensuous  interludes,  quiet  fireside 
chats,  looking  for  similar  minded 
woman.  Could  that  be  you?  Write  Box 
147. _ (14) 

ATTENTION:  SILLEIS  &  DOGGIE 

LOVERS:  PLEASE  READ  NOW 
GWJF  mid  30's  I  am  the  one  who  you've 
searched  the  Globe  for  but  I’m  here  in 
GCN.  I'm  the  one  you’ve  been  saving 
for;  well-educ,  soft,  warm,  loving  seeks 
high-spirtd,  alive  encounter  of  the  best 
kind.  Must  have  quick  wit,  attr  &  a  great 
smile  &  sparkling  eyes  not  overwt.  No 
chems  or  smoke.  Box  145. _ (15) 

WANTED: 

Bi  tringingual  woman.  Beautiful  eyes  & 
beautiful  body  a  must.  Also:  intelligent, 
sensitive,  &  strong.  Bound  for  Cape 
Cod  for  a  little  while.  Write  soon.  PO 
Box  133,  Yarmouthport,  MA  02675.  (13) 

THERE  ARE  PLACES  FOR  US 
Tail  Blk  Lesbian  30  Pisces  seeks  to 
meet  special,  sweet,  romantic,  good 
sense  of  humor  dyke  into  holistic  arts 
affection,  sweet  hugs,  the  joy  of  all  life 
has  to  give.  Poss  long-term  relation- 
ship.  Box  146. _ (13) 

SPERM  DONOR 

Sought  for  artificial  insemination  by 
lesbian  couple  living  in  Southeastern 
NH  area.  Prefer  someone  living  in 
Boston-  North  or  NH.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  please  respond  to  GCN  PO  Box 
143. _ _ _ (14) 

BI— COSTAL  LF  COMES  EAST 
LF,  27,  recently  moved  from  Calif,  back 
to  teeny  hometown  at  base  of  Cape  and 
seeks  friends  of  the  lesbian  persua¬ 
sion.  Some  of  my  passions  include 
photography,  new  adventures,  movies, 
laughing  and  above  all,  honesty.  Reply 
GCN  Box  142. _ _ (13) 

GUTS,  FIRE  &  A  FRESH  MOUTH.. 
Sought  by  pol.  Incorrect  Irish  brat.  This 
is  a  sex  ad  so  you  must  have  sense  of 
humor  &  power.  Prefer  25  +  LF’s  who 
read,  dance  &  are  activist-androgyns 
but  open  to  persuasion.  Closeted, 
uncertain  or  apolitical  need  not  reply. 
This  is  your  chance;  be  bold!  Box  144. 
(13) _ 

SPECIAL  FRIEND 

GF  early  40’s  wants  friend  for  friend¬ 
ship  &  good  times.  Discrete,  no  drugs, 
mature,  no  ties,  North  Shore  area  or 
willing  to  travel.  Box  138.  (15) 

INDEXER  NEEDED 

Our  “title  index”  (list  of  story  titles)  is 
falling  behind.  If  you’d  like  to  come  by 
and  help  update  it,  call  Mike  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  Its  fun!  (looking  at  back 
issues). _ (14) 

PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL,  PLEASE 
Box  numbers  74,  78,  79,  94,  -  the  world 
awaits  your  reply! _ (C) 

WHY  HAVEN’T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 
THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven’t  called  Buddies! 
Buddies-the  personalized  introduction 
services  with  the  largest  gay  clientelle 
in  N.E!  Call  (603)  880-7625. _ (15) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  Woman  to  Woman  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area, 
call  (603)  882-6670. _ (15) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

(To  all  our  fans.. .We  are  taking  well  in¬ 
spired  vacation  and  will  be  back  in  a 
while.  We'll  miss  y’all  too.  Keep  those 
cards  and  letters  coming! _ (14) 

RED 

I  love  you  very  much.  Forgive  me. 
Remember,  no  Doberman  can  replace 
your  loving.  Mad  Dog. _ (13) 


Check  out  GCN 


NEEDED 

OFFICE  SPACE  NEEDED 

F.  Atty.  with  busy  practice  seeks  space 
with  attys  or  other  compatible  profes¬ 
sionals.  Need  space  for  myself, 
secretary,  part  time  clerk/paralegal. 
Have  own  furniture,  sec.  station, 
typewriter,  dictaphone  equipment,  sup¬ 
plies.  Need  use  of  law  library  and  conf. 
room,  (if  possible)  reeptionist.  Would 
like  use  of  word  processorz/computer. 
Very  flexible.  Want  easy  commute  to 
Everett,  and  will  only  consider 
“downtown"  Boston  under  exceptional 
circumstances.  Can  move  immed.  Call 
AMY  at  389-0874. _ (13) 

ISN’T  IT  TIME  TO  SUBSCRIBE? 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Therapy  group  for  Lesbians  on  in¬ 
timacy.  Issues  around  isolation,  com¬ 
munity,  relationships,  getting  close. 
Heart  centered  atraditional  approach 
including  body  work.  Sliding  scale  fee. 
Rosanna  Truskinoff,  MSW  at484-1553, 
or  Judy  Cohen,  MSW,  LCSW  at 
522-2930. _ _ _ (13) 

OPENING  THE  HEART  FOR  GAYS  AND 
LESBIANS,  OCTOBER  24-26 
Come  join  us  for  an  adventure  in  get¬ 
ting  closer  to  ourselves  and  others  in 
the  unique  environment  of  our  hilltop 
retreat.  A  safe,  nuturing  atmosphere  to 
release  hurts.  Treat  yourself  to  a  heal¬ 
ing  experience.  Call  386-2491,  Spr- 
inghill,  Ashby,  Mass. _ (14) 

SEPARATIST  CONNECTION! 

A  gathering  of  separatists  at  Michigan 
'86  now  starting/expanding  separatist 
newsletter.  Info  and  vol  1:1  available. 
Contributions  and  interest  needed. 
Write  to:  Box  134. _ (15) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  third  meeting  of  the  Jewish  Les¬ 
bian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors 
group  is  planned  for  November  14,  '86. 
We  welcome  contact  from  other 
JLDHS.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254.  _ (15) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
"special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (C) 

UNITY/DIVERSITY  IN  CELEBRATION 
OF  LESBIANS,  GAYS  &  BISEXUALS 

Oct.  18-19,  Amherst,  MA.  Workshops, 
networking,  entertainment.  Registra¬ 
tion:  Write  Conference,  Box  118, 
Amherst  01004  or  call  (413)  774-4998. 
(13) _ 1 _ 


FREE  KITTENS! 

Four  beauties-  Litter  trained.  Phone 
after  6  PM  742-3331. _ (13) 


ISN’T  IT  TIME  TO  SUBSCRIBE? 


RESORTS _ 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  MAINE 

Enjoy  Camden,  Maine  in  the  fall  and 
winter!  Beautiful  Victorian  Bed  & 
Breakfast  home  offers  friendly 
hospitality  within  walking  distance  of 
town.  Call  the  Park  Street  Inn,  on  the 
corner  of  Park  and  Mechanic  St. 
Camden,  Maine,  04843.  (207)236-4221 
_ (13) 

“KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR” 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
“Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ __ _ (14.17) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  ’round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  VT’s  Green  Mts. 
Spectacular  fall  foliage  has  begun.  Dai¬ 
ly  trail  rides  through  blazing  colors. 
Hike,  bike,  ski  or  relax  by  our  fires.  3Vt 
hrs.  from  Boston.  (802)  533-7772.  OPEN 
YEAR  ROUND.  _ (13) 


apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  ■&  their  friends 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  4  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  4  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


(617) 487  3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


OFF  SEASON  DISCOUNT  COUPON 
Rcttfve  two  night*  between  October  20th  and 
April  1$th  and  get  the  third  night  free  with 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly.Q 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
.minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
M  A  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


3000  GOVERNMENT  JOBS  LIST 

$16,040  -  $59,230/yr.  Now  hiring. 

Call  1-805-687-6000,  Ext.R-1437.  (16) 


HELP  WANTED 

PT  NEWSLETTER  ED 

Resist,  a  foundation  for  radical  left  sks 
ed  for  8pg  NL.  Resp:  ed,  soliciting, 
wrtng,  proofrdng,  1.0.,  paste-up,  var. 
adm.  tsks,  att  staff  &  bd  mtgs.  Reg: 
strng  ed  &  wtng  skis  brd  knldg  of 
rad/prog  issues/mvts.  comm  to  anti¬ 
racist,  fern.,  anti-mil  pols.  Min.  1  yr 
comm.  Sal:  $7.50/hr  for  lOhrs/wk  flex, 
sched.  Send  cover  ler,  res.,  wrntg  samp 
to  Resist,  1  Summer  St.,  Som.,  MA 
02143  by  Nov  3. _ (13) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing 
advertising  for  america’s  premiere 
gay/lesbian  newsweekly,  GAY  COM¬ 
MUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high 
commissions,  leads  and  staff  support. 
If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising 
Manager  at(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street  Boston,  MA 
02111.  (C) 

LEGAL  SECRETARY 

P/T  2-3  days  per  wk,  hrs  flexible,  salary 
determined  by  exp.  Multimate  wd  proc 
helpful.  I  am  an  LF  sole  pract  with  in¬ 
teresting  litigation.  Good  pos  for  stu¬ 
dent  with  gd  skills.  Send  letter  to: 
POSITION-  529  Newbury  St.  Boston, 
02215. _ (14) 

Tell  ’em  you 
saw  their  ad 

in  GCNl  m 


HELP  WANTED _ 

TWO  SOJOURNER  OPENINGS 

Sojourner,  Boston's  feminist  monthly, 
seeks  2  women  to  sell  ads.  Shld  be 
assertive,  well-organized,  energetic,  ar¬ 
ticulate.  24-40  hrs/week.  $7/hour  to  start 
+  health  ins  +  pd  vacation.  Pis  send 
resume/letter  to:  Sojourner 

Search,  143  Albany  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139.  (12) 

Staffperson  for  socialist/feminist 
collectively-run  bookstore  to  begin  Dec. 
1.  Starting  salary  $12,000.  Two  year 
commitment.  Write  for  application  to 
Dorrwar  Bookstore,  107'/j  Hope  St., 
Providence,  Rl  02906,  or  call 
401-521-3230.  Application  deadline  is 
Nov.  1. _ (14) 

HELP  WANTED:  Homemaker  /aide  for 
independent  disabled  woman/active 
volunteer  and  advocate.  Duties  include 
bathing,  dressing,  meals  and 
housekeeping.  Mon-Fri  8:30  am-noon. 
$6.10/hr  take-home  pay.  Also:  backup 
help  weekdays  and  weekends, 
8:30-noon.  and  6-9pm.  Brookline, 
232-7807.  Leave  message  on  tape.  (14) 

DISABILITY  PROJECT  HEAD 
Involve  disabled  consumers  in  state  ac¬ 
cessible  trans  proj.  Work  w/train  transit 
staff.  3  yrs  commun  organizing,  exper 
with  disab.  Much  travel.  Some 
eve/wknds.  $18-20K.  Full  benef,  3  week 
vaca.  Disabled,  others  enc  to  apply. 
MCCD,  18  Williston  Rd.  Brookline,  MA 
02146.  (13) 

COOP  MANAGER 

The  Arlington  Food  Coop  is  seeking  a 
night  manager.  Pasrt-time  evenings 
and  weekends.  Retail  managerial  ex¬ 
perience  prefered,  but  willing  to  train. 
Call  648-3663  and  ask  for  Beth.  EOE.(14) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 

Phone  482-2900 

ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 

London 

$368 

Albuquerque 

$198 

Brussels 

$388 

Mexico  City 

368 

Cancun 

$349 

Rio 

$499 

February  14-21,  1987 

San  Juan 

$199 

San  Deigo 

$198 

March  21-28,  1987 

Miami 

San  Francisco 

$158 

$178 

Washington 
Key  West 

$78 

$268 

Meet  750  New  Faces 

Tokyo 

$759 

Orlando 

$158 

in  1987! 

Hong  Kong 

$849 

Montreal 

$102 

From  $795.00 

Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00  = 

_  Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

Non-Business  _ 

_ x  1.00  =  _ 

or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00 

=  — : — 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add) 

=  - 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

=  - 

Additional  Lines 

Business  _ 

SUBTOTAL 

- x  75  =  — 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50  = 

TOTAL  =  — 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10% 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15% 

for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20% 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

=  - 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 

I 

rfl 
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TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  MOVERS 


Som  2  LFs  sk  3rd  for  3  bdrm  apt  nr  T.  No 
smoke  $275+.  Avail  immed.  Leave 
message,  666-3872 _ (14) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  for  independent  mixed  household 
right  off  Center.  Washer  &  dryer.  For 
Nov  1st.  $285  +  spacious.  524-9292.  (13) 

WEST  OF  BOSTON 

LF  seeks  1  or  2  women  t  share  house  in 
pretty  town  of  Boylston,  MA.  I  move  in 
Dec.  first.  Rent  is  $350  incl  all  util.  Call 
Jo  Ross,  791-9288. _ (14) 

LF  36  sks  nice  rmate  in  homey  in  Davis 
Sq.  Chem  free,  no  smoking.  $325  mo  + 
utilities.  Call  264-3563  days  or  776-5997 
eve.  10-1. _ (14) 

3  LF’s  +  cat  sk  1  LF  25+  respons, 
neat,  nonsmok  for  Ig  4  bd  apt-  re  sm 
$175w/xtras.  Brighton-safe,  pkg.,  near 
T.  254-8312,  Avail  Novi. _ (14) 

PLYMOUTH  TO  SHARE 
Responsible  women  LF  or  L  or  F  to 
share  lovely  and  peaceful  home  in 
PI;ymouth-a  nice  getaway  from  the  city_ 
in  a  positive  atmosphere.  Call  and 
leave  message.  22-4409.  $350. _ (13) 

LF  33  seeks  housemate  to  share 
spaceious  JP  apt.  beginning  Nov.  1. 
$250+  util.  Call  522-3239.  No  smokers, 

+  drug  users. _ (14) 

JLF,  31,  seeks  roomate  to  share  Vi 
duplex  in  Dorchester  (Lower  Mills). 
Close  to  T,  quiet,  has  study  and  large 
backyard.  $300  plus  utilities.  Available 
Nov.  1  296-3245. _ (13) 

GM  sought  for  comfortable  4  bdrm 
house  with  fireplace  in  suburban 
Waltham.  1  Vi  mi  to  bus,  by  1  GM  &  2 
SM.  Tel.  891-5259.  $150  +  . _ (13) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  professional,  late  20's  &  friendly 
pooch  seek  L  to  share  lovely  JP  house. 
Yard,  d/w,  w/d,  prking,  nr  T.  Must  be 
clean  &  resp.  No  smokers  or  cats. 
$400+  low  utils.  Avail  10/1.  Call 
524-0413  eves. _ (13)  ( 

HOUSEMATEWANTED 

1  LF  &  2  SM  seek  1  F  (UBi/S)  for  fun, 

warm,  semi-coop,  semi-veg  home  in  Arl¬ 
ington  Ctr.  Nr  T.  $300/mo  incl  all.  No 
smk/pet.  646-2417  ASAP. _ (13) 

LF  ROOMMATE-PORTSMOUTH  NH 
LF  2  cats  sk  LF  28  +  for  Portsmouth  NH 
home.  No  smoke,  hvy  drug,  ale,  meat. 
Lg  room,  yard,  walk  to  dwntwn.  $275  + 
heat  incl.  Avail  Nov.  693-436-2892.  (13) 

LF  &  2  cats  Iking  for  feminist  woman  to 
share  sunny,  spacious  W.  Somerville 
apt.  $275  +  .  No  smokers,  no  more  pets. 
Eileen  628-6133. _ (13) 

Medford:  2LF  sk  3rd  25 +  ,  veg,  share 
food  some  meals,  no  smoke,  have  cat, 
dog  visits,  2  firs  of  Les  owned  hse/quiet 
st,  w/d,  pkg.  $300 +  .395-9021.  (13) 

3  LFs  seek  1  more  to  share  great  Camb. 
home.  Close  to  Porter  Sq.  T,  friendly, 
semi-coop.  No  smokers,  no  heavy  ale. 
or  drugs,  no  more  pets.  $250  + Avail 
now.  491-4005. _ (12) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  2  Bedroom  apt 
between  Inman  and  Harvard  SQ.  Park¬ 
ing,  laundry.  No  more  cats.  Quiet, 
spacious-  minimal  drugs,  alcohol.  $350 
+  cheap  heat.  Sylvia,  492-5121.  Avail. 
now.  Must  be  a  feminist. _ (13) 

NEWINORTH  SHORE 
LESBIAN  &  GAY  ROOMATE  SERVICE 
Looking  for  a  roomate  or  tenant  on  the 
North  Shore?  Let  us  help  you  make  the 
right  choice!  Confidential/reasonable 
fees/convenient  Salem  location.Call  to- 
day!  1-617-741-2557.  (13,15,17,19,21)) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

2  LF's  and  sweet  dog  seek  2-bdrm  apt 

in  Camb,  Som,  JP  areas.  By  Nov.  1.  Can 
pay  up  tp  $700/mo  incl  heat.  Please  call 
Stephanie  days  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

GWM  cpI  seek  apt  to  rent  downtown. 
Can  pay  750  but  prefer  handyman 
special.  We  are  stable,  employed, 
capable.  Need  Oct  or  Nov,  Box  139.  (12) 
2  L's  seek  apt.,  South  Shore,  $600  max 
incl  heat.  Please  call  Susan  625-4614, 
eves. _ (14) 


APARTMENTS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


0 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


J1> 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (15.3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  8.  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
"16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime" 
_ (V14.32) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
►  L1C.  and  INS. 

236*1848 


C'MON!  BE  NICE  TO  YOURSELF- 
GET  YOURSELF  SUBSCRIBED! 


PROVIDENCE,  Rl 

East  side,  elegant  Victorian  1st.  6 
rooms.  2  bedrooms.  New  gas 
baseboard  heat.  Security  system.  Park¬ 
ing.  Appliances.  Lease.  Occupancy 
Nov.  1,  $500.  401-331-8735.  _ (14) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (16) 


SERVICES 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ _ (V14.16) 


mK.ymc'mx  yw(  mem 

Deborah  Cecile  Schwartz 

Piano  Tuner  and  Tecnician 


ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  HALLOWEEN  PARTY 
GIRTH  &  MIRTH'S  FIRST! 

Don’t  miss  the  fabulous  first  annual 
Girth  &  Mirth  Fri.  Oct  17th,  in  Boston.  If 
your  are  chubby,  husky,  fat  or  like  your 
men  that  way,  this  is  for  you!  Prizes, 
fab  food,  fun,  great  times.  For  info  call 
566-6530  or  write  G  &  M  of  New  England 
P.O.  Box  945,  Allston,  MA  02134  or  call 
757-5432. _ (13) 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  I 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  waanen,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V13.35)  | 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite  | 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15)  | 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 

_ (VI 3. 32)). 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ ((14.9) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI 4.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  4,23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533.  _ (V14.18) 


Jamaica  Plain 
and  Greater  Boston  Area 
(617)  522-5490 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•  Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  OH  ice 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1 755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232- 1459 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


*  MASS  BAY 

J  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

*  INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 

*  AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
>  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

!  (617)  739-7832 

*  COPLEY  SQUARE 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


GCN  seeks  home  ( 

In  September  1987  GCN  will  probably  , 
(have  to  move  out  of  167  Tremont.  We 
(need  your  help  in  gathering  2  kinds  of 
(information: 

)(1)  leads  on  large  spaces  (20,000  + 
(sq.ft.)  in  Cambridge,  Boston  or  Somer- 
jville,  that  the  Community  Building 
(Coalition  (made  up  of  GCN,  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival,  Boston  Women’s 
(Health  Collective,  Haymarket  Peoples’ 
Fund,  and  others)  could  look  into  buy- 
ling,  but  probably  not  within  a  year;  and 
\(2)  leads  on  smaller  spaces  (2000  + 
sq.ft.)  that  GCN  could  rent  for  a  year  or  ( 
so  while  the  coalition  possibility  is  ex- 1 
(plored. 

The  space  must  be  near  public  trans- ' 
(portation  and  in  a  reasonably  safe; 
neighborhood.  We’d  appreciate  any  in¬ 
formation/leads  you  may  have  or  come  ( 
(across.  Please  contact  Mike  at  GCN, 

1 167  Tremont,  Boston,  MA  021 11,  or  call) 
i  426-4469.  Thanks. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

fHHimiiwiiitinniimiiiiiifHitmimii 

[TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE  | 
lAlexsnder  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
| Anarchist). 


-  PRISONERS’  RIGHTS  READING  - 
The  following  are  available  from 
(the  ACLU  National  Prison  Project, 

1 1616  P  St.  NW,  Washington  DC  20036: 

JOURNAL  —  excellent  stories  on 
I  current  state  of  prisoners  rights  bat- 
|  ties  by  ACLU,  $2  per  year,  4  issues; 

•  Offender  Rights  Litigation  —  by 
I  Bronstein;  chapter  on  prisoner  rights 

movement  and  the  state  of  the  law 
|  on  certain  issues;  $2.50 

•  NPP  Status  Report  -  34  states  are 
I  operating  their  prisons  under  court 

orders  (l.e.  ILLEGALLY!)  because  of 
violations  of  prisoners’  rights  (esp. 
overcrowding  and  cruel  and 
unusual  punishment)  Details  are 
here.  $3. 


SELF-HELP  UTICA  TION  MANUAL!  ' 
I  Includes  chapters  on  legal  research; 

|  outline  of  the  legal  system;  overview  of 
I  prisoners  rights;  actions,  remedies  and 
I  defenses;  how  to  litigate  in  federal  court; 
parole;  federal  post-conviction  remedies; 
detainers;  civil  rights  forms;  law  library 
[  requirements;  and  MORE!!  Available 
from  the  publisher  for  $14  to  prisoners 
(including  postage):  Oceana  Press,  75 
Main  St.,  Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522. _ 


‘NATURAL’  &  ‘UNNATURAL’ 
Business  and  white-collar 1 
crimes  cause  more  financial 
loss,  more  injury  and  death 
than  any  other  crimes  in 
America.  In  one  year,  price- \ 
fixing  by  twenty-nine  elec¬ 
trical  companies  alone  cost 
the  public  more  than  is\ 
reported  stolen  by  burglarsl 
throughout  the  entire  coun  t 
try.  Violations  of  public  safe- 1 
ty  laws  and  housing  codes,! 
food  and  drugs  sold  in  v/o/a-| 
tion  of  the  Pure  Food  andl 
Drug  Act  cause  thousands  of  I 
deaths.  Standards  of  righti 
and  wrong  are  clearly  deter¬ 
mined  here  by  those  that\ 
have  power/money,  that  want 
to  keep  it.  It’s  only  “natural” 
(as  they  say). 

Is  this  why  we’re  called 
“unnatural”? 

(It’d  be  nice  to  think  so...)  I 


OE 


PRISONERS  &  BOOKS! 

I  One  of  the  ideas  you  might! 
plant  in  your  penpals’  heads 
is  that  more  books  for 
prisoners  programs  are  need¬ 
ed;  all  around  the  country. 
It’s  fairly  easy  to  get  a  local 
bookstore  to  put  a  box  out 
where  people  can  bring 
books  they’ve  already  read 
and  donate  them.  GCN  has! 
one  and  can  help  out  with  the 
details.  Maybe  some  of  your 
penpals  would  like  to  make 
this  a  little  once  a  month  or 
once  a  week  project  for  a  few 
hours.  Tell  them  to  write  us 
for  details  &  ideas. 


The  Lewisburg  Prisoner  Projecf  has  a 
series  of  LEGAL  BULLETINS  (aimed 
mainly  at  Federal  Prisoners): 

Vol.l-lll  costs  $6  to  prisoners  and  in¬ 
cludes:  access  to  protective  custody, 
access  to  the  courts,  medical  care, 
disciplinary  hearings,  first  amend, 
rights,  transfers,  Freedom  of  Info.,  Ex¬ 
hausting  administrative  remedies,  de¬ 
tainers,  federal  rules  of  criminal  pro¬ 
cedure,  sentence  correction  or  reduc¬ 
tion,  administrative  detention  and 
protective  custody,  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  &  federal  tort  claims. 
Vol.lV-V  also  costs  $6  and  includes: 
civil  actions  in  fed  ct,  urinalysis 
I  testing  for  drug  use,  rights  of  pre-trial 
I  detainees,  update  on  transfers,  pro¬ 
tective  custody  and  failure  to  protect, 
[exhaustion  doctrine,  personal  in¬ 
volvement,  basics  of  legal  research, 

|  update  on  medical  care,  defending 
|yourself  in  disciplinary  hearings. 

I  reai;>  enjoy  reading  the  GCN  and 
would  like  to  see  a  postcard  of 
Boston.  I’ve  never  been  there  and 
wonder  what  your  town  looks  like.  If 
there  is  a  penpal  out  that  way  too  that 
would  be  nice!  Thank  you  for  your 
help.  Ricky  COULBOURN,  Box 
B-801320,  Anamosa  I A  52205. 


I’m  27  and  would  like  to  hear  from  gay 
brothers  18-80  who  would  just  want  a 
friend.  I’ve  been  gay  since  12.  How 
about  yourself?  Let  me  hear.  Russell 
A.  HUX,  122041,  Rt  1  Box  22,  Capron 
VA  23829. 


I’m  23,  born  under  the  sign  of  Cancer, 
enjoy  long  walks  in  the  rain,  swimm¬ 
ing  and  dancing.  I’m  a  very  sensitive 
and  open  person,  and  I’d  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  someone.  Thank  you. 
Robin  MEEKS,  W23220-4212A,  Box 

1800,  Norco  CA  91760. _ 

I’m  a  very  attractive  24  yr  old  lesbian 
that  would  like  to  correspond  with 
any  willing  and  able  lady  from  socie¬ 
ty.  Race  is  no  problem  for  I  am  a  black 
Indian.  Thelma  HUNTER,  904608,  Box  | 

535,  Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

LF  would  like  to  correspond  with 
anyone  who  cares,  for  companion¬ 
ship.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Please 
send  photo  if  available.  (Cannot  write 
other  prisoners).  Sheila  SHERTZ,  Box 
700,  Mitchellville  IA  50169 _ 

30  yr  old  Black  Lesbian  with  a  unique 
and  controversial  philosophy  about 
life  and  people.  I  am  nothing  when 
alone  and  less  than  nothing  without 
love.  Where  is  that  safety  solitude  I 
practice?  If  you  can  understand, 
please  write.  Toni  RICHARDSON,  PO  | 
Box  1,  Goochland  VA  23063. _ 

Two  mellow  layed  back  aggressive 
women  looking  to  correspond  with 
super  hot  down  to  earth  ladies.  If  you 
want  to  take  a  walk  on  the  wild  side 
and  drift  into  the  land  of  ecstasy 
you’ll  want  to  write  us  right  away. 
Chris  KEEFE,  904511,  Box  535, 
Jessup  MD  20794;  and  Dorriene 
SAUNDERS,  904944,  Box  535,  Jessup 
MD  20794. 


DICTIONARIES!! 

I  The  Books  for  Prisoners  Project  I 
!  has  been  sitting  pretty  with  a  BOX 
|  of  dictionaries  from  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  but  now-  they’re 
ail  given  out  and  we  need  MORE! 
If  you  or  your  group  would  like  to 
donate  an  old  dictionary  or  2,  or 
some  money  to  buy  used  or  cheap 
ones,  PLEASE  DO!!!  (Thanks!) 


The  Front  Page,  a  gay/lesbian 
newspaper  in  North  Carolina,  will  run  | 
penpal  ads  when  they  have  the  extra 
space  for  prisoners  from  these  I 
states:  N.Car,  S.Car,  Tenn,  Virg, 
W.Virg,  and  Georgia.  (Please  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  the  newspaper  to  write  you  back 
about  getting  your  ad.) 


VULTUR,  a  revolutionary  mag,  is  FREE 
to  prisoners  (but  TX  and  WA  will  not  let 
it  in).  Vultur,  CP  95,  Stn  Place  D’Armes, 
Montreal  PQ  H2Y  3E9.  (Postage  to 
Montreal  is  same  as  for  US  cities) 


26  yrs  young,  financially  secure  out] 
with  3  long  years  to  do.  Into  I 
backpacking,  swimming,  travel,  andl 
dancing.  Will  answer  ALL  letters.! 

I  Send  photo  to  get  same.  Wm| 
MAITRE,  650485-ED-101,  3950  Tiger| 
Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014 
German  national  with  no  relatives  ini 
this  country.  Would  like  someone  tol 
exchange  ideas  and  ideals  with  and| 
just  to  talk  to.  I’m  interested  in  al 
variety  of  things  from  international! 
politics  to  dog  races.  Michael  MOON,| 
085350,  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FL  33456  (MN  150) 

Temporarily  grounded  gay  trucker,  1 
trim  athletic,  warm  smile,  would  like  I 
to  meet  anyone  interested  in  a  “one! 
of  a  kind  man"  Dennis  McFADDEN,| 
162-638,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH| 
I  45699. _ 

I’m  quiet,  like  home  life,  reading,  I 
bowling,  pinocle  and  antiques  and 
I  would  like  to  write  to  a  gay  penpal. 
Thank  you.  James  T.  WILLIAMS,  Box 
699- W,  018249-P-19,  Sneads  FL  32460 

I’m  need  someone  to  help  bring  Lady 
T.  out  of  me.  Sincerely,  Tyrone 
|  DUDLEY,  179609,  Box  779,  Marquette  | 
Ml  49855. _ _ 

Wishing  correspondence  andl 
possibly  more.  Race  &  age  unimpor-| 
tant.  Loyalty  and  honesty  a  big  plus. 
SASE  would  be  appreciated.  Gerald  I 
FREEMAN,  2/5A,  Box  30,  31218,] 
Pendleton  IN  46064. 


My  interests  are  music,  traveling,  I 
reading,  swimming,  biking  and  cook¬ 
ing.  Cyril  KRUSE,  Box  B,  Anamosa  IA  | 
52205. 


Lonely,  dedicated  gay  male  needs 
consolation  and  conversation  from 
anyone  willing.  Very  attractive.  Israel 
PERKINS,  107028,  Camp  J,  Gar-4-L-2, 
Angola  LA  70712. 


CdL€NDM* 


October  11 
to 

November  1 


11  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  “The  Arsitocrat  of  Magic,” 

perforned  by  Jim  Vetter.  Blacksmith 
House,  56  Brattle  St.  7PM  &  9PM.  $5, 
$2.50  children.  Info:  547-6789. 

Boston  —  “The  Flames,”  presented  by 
Triangle  Theater  Company.  Paramount 
Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  St.  8PM. 
$10.  Also  showing  10/16-18.  Info: 
353-0434. 

13  monday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Yom  Kippur  potluck 
supper.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18 
WiUiston  Rd  6:30PM.  Info:  782-8894. 

14  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Song  of  Absence  in  the  Fall  of 
the  Ashen  Reign,”  per¬ 
formed  by  Double  Edge  theater.  Rosie’s 
Women’s  Shelter.  Info:  254-4228. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  School  classes 
begin.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Celebration  of  foster  care  ruling: 
“The  governor  has  no  clothes.”  State 
House.  5-6:30PM.  Info:  522-4368. 

Salem  —  Potluck  dinner  &  forum,  “Legal 
and  Financial  Issues  for  Gays  & 
Lesbians,”  sponsored  by  the  North  Shore 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance.  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  383  Essex  St.  7PM.  Free. 

15  Wednesday 

Somerville  —  Tales  of  Nurturing  Men, 

storytelling  by  Doug  Lipman.  Somerville 
Public  Library,  40  College  Ave.,  near  Davis 
Square  T  stop.  7PM.  Info:  628-7894. 

Bridgewater  —  South  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  social.  Info:  293-5183  or 
293-7906. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8PM. 
Childcare  provided.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Community  Networking 
Breakfast:  proposals  for  community 
center;  presentation  by  Boston  NOW.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8AM.  Info: 
436-5944. 

16  thursday 

Cambridge  •  Incest  Survivor  discussion 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting. 

7PM.  Info:  288-8029  or  825-4463. 

17  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Provincetown  —  Women  &  Provincetown 

weekend,  3  days  of  events.  Info:  487-2283 
or  487-3232. 

Boston  —  Girth  &  Mirth  Halloween  Party  for 

fat  gay  men  &  their  male  friends.  Info: 
566-6530  or  757-5432. 

Cambridge  —  “Personal  Histories  of 

Women,  Work  and  Poverty  in  the  South.” 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St. 
7PM.  Info:  277-1330. 


Cambridge  —  “A  People  United,”  a 

chronicle  of  Black  activism  in  Boston. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  7:30PM.  $3.  Through 
Sunday.  Info:  625-9279. 

Boston  —  Metropolitian  Community 
Church  of  Boston's  men’s  discussion 
series,  topic:  Friends.  24  Upton  St.,  Apt. 
4.  8-10PM.  Info:  424-9257. 

18  Saturday 

Boston  —  5th  Anniversary  New  England 
Human  Rights  Campaign  dinner.  Park 
Plaza  Hotel.  Speakers:  Eleanor  Smeal  & 
Laurence  Tribe.  $150.  Info:  HRCF,  264 
Beacon  St.,  3rd  Floor. 

Amherst  —  “Celebrate  Our  Unity  &  Diver¬ 
sity,”  a  weekend  for  lesbians,  gay  men, 
bisexuals  &  their  friends.  $35  both  days, 
$25  one  day.  Info:  (413)  774-7998. 

Boston  —  “Women  and  AIDS,”  a  con¬ 
ference  sponsored  by  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  Suffolk  Univ. ,  55  Temple 
St.  8:30AM-6:30PM.  $25.  Work  ex¬ 
changes,  scholarships  available.  All 
welcome.  Info:  267-7573. 

Boston  —  The  Gaylaxians,  a  social  group 
for  gay  people  &  their  friends  interested  in 
science  fiction.  8PM.  Info:  Gaylaxians,  PO 
Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Boston  —  Ronnie  Gilbert  in  concert.  Jordan 
Hall.  To  benefit  Oxfam  America-Nicaragua 
Emergency  Appeal.  Info:  552-3781  or 
491-4290. 

Cambridge  —  Trip  to  Mount  Monadnock 
with  Daughters  of  Biiitis.  Meet  at  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
8AM.  All  women  welcome.  Bring  lunch, 
warm  clothing.  Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 

Boston  —  March  to  Defeat  the  Anti- 
Abortion  Amendment.  Copley  Plaza, 
11:30AM.  Rally  at  Government  Center, 
1PM.  Info:  782-1056. 


Jim  Vetter,  11  Saturday 


19  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  lesbian  potluck 
brunch.  11AM.  Info:  491-3789. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
potluck  dinner  with  a  Halloween  twist. 
First  Church  Hall.  4-7PM.  Bring  a  harvest 
dish  to  share  &  a  non-alcoholic  beverage. 
Wear  a  mask,  if  you’d  like.  Info: 
522-3894. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  poetry  reading  with 
Patricia  Roth  Schwartz  and  Susanna  J. 
Sturgis.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  2PM.  $2.  All  welcome. 

20  monday 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Endorsement  Meeting. 

UMass/Boston,  Rm.  222.  7PM.  En¬ 
dorsements  for  state  wide  offices  and 
referenda  questions.  Info:  436-5944  or 
437-5870. 

Boston  —  Men’s  groups  forming: 

fatherhood;  men’s  relationships;  intimacy 
&  support.  Boston  Men’s  Center,  59  Bay 
State  Rd.  Info:  247-4056  or  965-9833. 


22  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Gay  &  Lesbian  Artists  weekly 
meeting.  Mass.  College  of  Art,  Gym  Bldg., 
Rm.  306.  12:30-2PM. 

23  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  ice  cream 

social.  GAMIT  Lounge.  8PM.  Info: 
253-5440. 

Cambridge  —  Women  in  Japan:  Feminists 
and  Peace  Activists,  a  slide  show  presenta¬ 
tion  by  Tova  Green  and  Pam  Chamberlain. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
7:30-9PM.  Info:  864-2992. 

24  friday 

Boston  —  Women’s  Work,  a  multi-media 
art  event  devoted  to  political  works  by 
women  artists.  Femme  Core  Space,  464 
Harrison  Ave.  8PM.  $2.  Exhibit  open 
Saturday  &  Sunday.  Info:  350-7598  or 
734-9348. 

Randolph  —  Halloween  Costume  Ball  given 
by  Gay  Professional  Women.  Randolph 
Country  Club.  8PM.  $5  non-members. 
Costumes  optional.  All-women  event.  Info: 
Christine  Burton,  328-5685. 

Boston  —  BAGLY  Halloween  Party  for 

youth  22  and  under.  Applachian  Mtn. 
Club.  3  Joy  St.  8-12PM.  Free.  Info: 
497-8282,  evenings. 

Cambridge  —  Desaparecido,  a  lecture  by 
Alicia  Portnoy  about  her  experience  in  an 
Argentinian  concentration  camp.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
7:30PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3567. 

25  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  The  Couples  Game  —  How 
Well  Do  You  Know  Each  Other?,  a  discus¬ 
sion  for  lesbian  couples  only.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dorchester  —  Halloween  Party  sponsored 
by  the  Dorchester  GALA.  Whiton  Hall  on 
Center  St.,  Codman  Sq.  8PM-2AM.  $5. 
Bring  food.  Cash  bar.  Info:  288-8029,  or 
825-4463. 

26  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Book  celebration  with 
Rosario  Morales  and  Leslea  Newman.  New 
Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamphshire  St. 
3-5PM.  Info:  876-5310. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Brunch  with  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Neighbors  at  Doyle’s.  11AM. 
Newcomers  welcome.  Info:  522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  neighborhood 
GALA  potluck.  6PM.  Info:  Daniella, 
497-0911  or  David,  497-6197. 

29  Wednesday 

Bridgewater  —  South  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  social  get-together.  Info: 
293-7906  or  293-5183. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work  general  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  enter  red  side  door.  7:30PM. 
Info:  P.0.  Box  1645,  Cambridge  02238. 

Boston  —  Filmmaker  Rosa  von  Praunheim 

introduces  his  Horror  Vacui.  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art.  7:30PM.  $4,  $3 
members.  Film  showings  through  11/9. 
Info:  266-5152. 

30  thursday 

Springfield  —  Open  meeting  of  Western 
Mass  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Children.  YWCA,  137  Chestnut  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  732-0677. 

november  1  Saturday 

Somerville  —  Lesbian  Videos:  “The 
Families  We  Choose"  &  “Making  It  Last." 
Somerville  Community  Access  Television, 
Union  Sq.  8:30PM.  $4.  Also  showing  Sun. 
at  7  &  8PM.  Wheelchair  accessible.  ASL 
interpreted  Sun.  only. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


MM  MH| 


Whoopi  Goldberg  in  Jumpin’  Jack 
Flash. 

Jumpin’  Jack  Flash.  Directed  by 

Penny  Marshall.  With  Whoopi 
Goldberg,  Carol  Kane,  Annie  Potts, 
Stephen  Collins  and  John  Wood.  At 
USA  Cinema  57,  Boston. 

Jumpin’  Jack  Flash,  a  comedy/ 
thriller/romance,  is  a  throw-back  to 
Lucille  Ball,  a  vehicle  for  a  strong 
female  comic,  strictly  confined  to 
parameters  set  by  Hollywood’s  risk- 
takers.  In  this  case,  the  star  is  Whoopi 
Goldberg.  Thank  goodness  there’s  been 
a  Richard  Pryor  and  a  Lily  Tomlin 
since  Ball’s  heyday  on  prime-time  TV. 

At  least  Goldberg  gets  to  strut  her 
stuff  as  a  tough,  Black  woman  while 
she’s  acting  out  these  age-old 
slapstick  routines.  And  for  all  the 
dumb  blonde  laughs  occasioned  by 
Goldberg’s  co-worker  played  by  Carol 
Kane,  there  are  at  least  as  many  in¬ 
stances  of  intelligent,  principled 
women  helping  each  other  out. 

While  Jumpin’  Jack  avoids  beltrg 
patently  offensive  most  of  the  time,  the 
script  is  totally  unbelievable  and  the 
last  three  minutes  of  heterosexual 
hogwash  will  be  enough  to  raise  boos 
from  most  queer  fans.  On  the  other 
hand,  comedy  connoisseurs  will  pro¬ 
bably  love  it:  the  allusions  to  the  comic 
greats  (“and  that’s  the  truth”),  the  drag 
take-off  with  Goldberg  lip-synching  to 
Diana  Ross,  and  the  perfect  timing 
throughout  will  have  almost  everyone 
cracking  smiles. 

Whoopi  Goldberg  is  paying  her  dues: 
it’s  not  something  that’s  easy  for  us 
out  queers  to  accept  from  someone  we 
want  to  believe  is  one  of  our  own.  But 
paying  dues  isn’t  the  same  as  selling 
out  and  Goldberg  does  get  in  a  surpris¬ 
ing  number  of  neutral  references  to 
“lesbians,”  "transvestites”  and  other 
sundry  perverts.  Remember,  not  even 
Desert  Hearts  put  the  “L”  word  out 
there  for  all  the  movie-going  public  to 
gasp  and  suck  their  teeth. 

Goldberg,  and  director  Penny  Mar¬ 
shall  of  Laverne  and  Shirley  fame, 
deserve  some  credit  for  throwing  their 
weight  into  negotiations  with  the  “star- 
maker  machinery.”  Jumpin’  Jack  is 
silly  escapism,  but  it  might  just  be  an 
escape  you’re  willing  to  enjoy. 

—Loie  Hayes 


Get  your  kinks  here,  guys: 

Kink  Konfidential 
Katharsis  Magazines 

Into  gay  male  s/m?  Kink  Konfidential 
offers  personal  ads,  stories  and  pro¬ 
duct  information.  Write  T.R.  Witomski, 
41  Bonaire  Drive,  Toms  River,  N.J. 
08757  for  the  Jan.  1  1987  inaugural 
issue.  Katharsis  bills  itself  as  an 
historically  accurate  and  literate 
gladiator  magazine:  all  sorts  of  mutila¬ 
tion  and  hot  flesh.  Write  Katharsis  at 
P.O.  Box  2266,  Daytona  Beach,  FL 
32015. 
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